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The Richneſs and Glory of the Grace 
and Spirit of the Goſpel, as ſet forth 
in Scripture by this Term, THE Wa- 
TER OF LIFE. 


By JOHN BUNYAN. 


And whoſoever will, let him take the Mater of J 
Life freely, Rev. xxii. 17. 
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Courteous Reader, 


Have now preſented thee with 
ſomething of a diſcourſe of the 
water of life and its virtues; there- 
fore thou mayeſt, if thou wilt, call 
this book, Bunyan's bill of his ma- 
{ters water of life. True, I have 
not jet forth at large the excellent 
nature and quality thereof, nor can 
that SO be done by the pen or 
tongue of men or angels. Yet this 
I have ſaid, and ſs ſaying, ail 
truly, that whoſoever ſhall drink 
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* By holy could 1, were it not already * done: 
Writ, 


of this water, ſhall find it in hint 
a well of water ; and not only ſo, 
but a well ſpringing up in him to 


give you accounts of numberleſs 
numbers that have not only been 


( is ) 
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everlaſting life, let his diſeaſe bs 


hat it will, And as men in 


their bills, for convition to rea- 


dert, de give an account to the 
country of the perſons cured and 
the diſeaſes that have been remov- 
ed by liquors and preparations 
they have made for that end, j© 


by an infallible pen, to my head 


made to live, but to live for ever, 
by drinking of this water, this 
pure water of life, Many of them 
indeed are removed from hence, 
and live where they cannot be ſ po- 
ken with as yet, but abundance of 
them do ſtill remain here, and have 
their abode yet with men. 

Only, if thou would'ſt drink it, 
drink it by itſelf, and that thou 
mnayeſt not be deceived by that 


(„ 
which is counterfeit, know it is 
as it comes from the hand of cur 
Lord, without mixture, pure and 
clear as cryſtal. I know there are 


many mountebanks in the world, 


and every one of them pretend they 

have this water to ſell, But y 

advice is, that thou go dreth 
the throne thy ſelf, or as thou art Heb. iv. 
bidden, come to the waters, and (1, .! 
there thou ſhalt be ſure to have 

that which is right and good, and 
that which will certainly make 
thee well, let thy diſeaſe or trouble, 
or pain, or malady be what it will. 
For the price, care not for that, 


'tis cheap enough, this is to he had 
without money or price. I will give, Rev. ii, 6. 


4 faith God and the Lamb, to him 
that is a-thirſt of the fountain of 


the water of life freely. [Hence 

he ſays again, whoſoever will 

let him take the water of life 

freely; ſo that thou haſt no ground 

to keep back becauſe of thy pover- 

ty: nay, for the poor tis prepared, 
A 3 


ay 


chap, 
xxii. 17. 


: . 


Iſa. xli. 
17, 18. 


©. Bd; 
and ſet open, to the poor it is offer- 
ed, the poor and needy may have it 
of free coſt, 

But let it not be ſlighted be- 
cauſe it is offered to thee upon 
terms fo full, fo free. For thou 
art ſick, and ſick unto death if thou 


_ drinkeſt not of it, nor is there a- 


ay other than this that can heal 
thee, and make the well, Fares 


wel, The Lord be thy phyſician. 
So prays thy Friend, 
John Bunyan, 
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And he ſhewed me a pure river of water of 
life, clear as cryſtal, proceeding out of the 
throne of Cod. and of the Lamb. 


Hele words are part of that 
deſcription that one of the 


ſeven angels, which had the ſe- ver.6- 


ven viols full of the ſeven laſt 
plagues, gave unto John of the 
new FJeruſalem, or of the ſtate 


of that goſpel church that ſhall 
be in the latter days. J here- 


fore he ſaith, aud ſhewed me; HE 


the angel ſhewe ed me it. 


In the text we have theſe things 
to conlider of. 


F 

I. the matter, the ſubject mat- 
ter of the text, and that is, the | 
water of life, He ſhewed me the | 
water of life. 

II. We have alſo here the 
quantity of this water ſhewed to 
him, and that is, under the no- 
tion of a river, he ſhewed me a 
river of water of life. 

III. He ſhews him alſo the head, 
or well-ſpring from whence this 
river of water of life proceeds, 
and that is, the throne of God, 
and of the Lamb. He ſhewed me 
a river of water of life, proceed- 
ing cut of the throne of God, aud 
of the Lamb, | 

IV. We have alſo here the nature 
and quality of this water, tis 
- pure, 'tis clear as cryſtal. And he 
 fhewed me a pure river of water 
of life, clear as cryſtal proceed- 
ing out of the throne of God, and 
of the Lamb. 

We will begin with the firſt 
of theſe, to wit, with the matter, 
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the ſubje& matter of the text, 


which is the water of life. Theſe 


words, (water of life) are meta- 


þ phorical, or words by which a 


thing moſt excellent is preſent- 
ed to, and amplified before our 
faces: and that thing is the ſpirit 


of grace, the ſpirit and grace of 


God. And the words, water of 
life, are words moſt apt to pre- 
ſent it to us by; for what's more 
free than water, and what more 
beneficial, and more deſirable 


than life? Therefore, I fay, it is 


compared to, or called, the water 
of life. He ſhewed me the water 
of life. 

That it is the ſpirit of grace, 
or the ſpirit and grace of God, 
that is here intended. Conſider, 

| Firſt, the ſpirit of grace is in 
other places compared to water: 
and, 

Secondly it is alſo called, the 
ſpirit of life. Juſt as here it is 
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preſented unto us, he ſhewed me 
the water of life, 

1. The ſpirit of grace is com- 
Joh. iv. pared to water. Whoſocver faith 
oy the Lamb, drinketh of the wa- 

ter that I ſhall give him, ſhall ne- 
ver thirſt, But the water that I 
ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a 
well of water ſpringing up into 
everlaſting life'. What can here 
by water be intended, but the 
ſpirit of grace, that the poor har- 
lot the woman of Samaria want- 
ed, altho' ſhe was ignorant of her 

want, as alſo of the excellency 
thereof? which water alſo is here 
faid to be ſuch as will ſpring up | 
in them that have it, as a well 
unto everlaſting life. 

Again, in the laſt day, that 

great day of the feaſt, Jeſus ſtood 


Job. vii. and cryed ſaying, If any man 


37:36:39: thirſt let him come unto me and 
drink. But of what? why, of 
his rivers of living waters. But 
what are they? why, he anſwers, 
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this he ſpake of the ſpirit, 
which they that believe in him 
ſhould receive, 


Yea, the prophets and ſervants 
of Godin the Old teſtament, did 


take this water of life for the 


ſpirit of grace that ſhould in the 
latter days be poured out into 
the church. Hence Ifaiah calls 
water God's ſpirit, and bleſling, 
and Zechariah, the ſpirit of 


grace. 


I Will pour water upon him if, xlir. 
that is thirſty, and floods upon 3- 


the dry ground. I will pour 
my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my 
bleſſing upon thy off-ſpring'. And 


Zecharias ſaith, I will pour upon << xi. 


the houſe of David, and upon 
the inhabitants of Jeruſalem the 
ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, 


and they ſhall mourn, &c'. Be- 


hold, in all theſe places the ſpirit 
of grace is intended, and for our 
better underſtanding, it is com- 
pared to water, to a well of wa- 


John. 
iv. 10. 
14. 
chap. vii. 
38. 


Rev. xi. 
. 
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_ clude, that by theſe terms, wa- 


6 
ter, to ſprings of water, and to 
floods of wate. 

2. it is alſo called the ſpirit of 
life. 
1. More cloſely. 
2, More openly. 
Firſt more cloſely, where it 1s 
called living watcr, that living 
water, and watcr ſpringing up to 
everlaſting life. | 
Secondly, then more openly 
or expreſly, it is called the ſpirit 
of life. And after three days and 
an half, the ſpirit of life from 
God entered Kia them, and they 
ſtood upon their feet. 
From hence therefore J con- 


ter of life, is meant the ſpirit of 
grace, or the ſpirit and grace of 
the goſpel. And the terms are 
ſuch as are moſt apt to ſet forth 
the ſpirit. and grace of the goſpel 
by. For, 

Firſt, by this term WATER, 
an oppoſition to ſin is preſented. 
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unto us. Sin is compared to wa- 
ter, to deadly waters, and man 


is ſaid to drink it, as one that 


drinketh waters. How 2 oy Xo 


more abominable and filthy 
man, which drinketh iniquity Nike 


water? So then that grace and 


the ſpirit of grace is compared to 
water, it is to ſhew what an an- 
tidote grace is againſt ſin; it is, 
as J may call it, counter · poiſon 
to it. It is that only thing by 
the virtue of which ſin can be 
forgiven, vanquiſhed and over- 
come. 

Secondly, by this term Wa- 
TER, you have an oppoſition alſo 
to the curſe, that is due to fin, 
preſented unto you. The curſe is 
comparcd to water, the remedy 
is compared to water. Let the 
curſe come into the bowels of 
the damned', faith the pſalmiſt, 
like water. The grace — God 
alſo as you e is compared to 


water. The curſe is burning, wa- 
B 


Y pt. cix. 


( 14 ) 
ter is cooling; the curſe doth 
burn with hell-fire, cooling isby 
the grace of the holy goſpel: but 
they that over-ſtand the day of 
grace, ſhall not obtain to cool 
their tongues ſo much of this wa- 


ter as will hang on the tip of 


Luk. xvi. 
24, 25. 


Fzek. 
xxxvi. 25 


ones finger. 

Thirdly, water is alſo of a 
ſpreading nature, and ſo is fin ; 
wherefore ſin may, for this, be 
alſo compared to water. It o- 
ver- ſpreads the whole man. and 
infects every member; it cover- 
eth all, as doth water. Grace for 
this cauſe may be alſo compared 
to water, for that it is of a ſpread- 
ing nature, and can, if God will, 
cover the face of the whole earth; 
of body and ſoul. 

Fourthly, ſin is of a fouling, 
defiling nature, and grace is of a 
waſhing, cleanſing nature: there- 
fore grace, and the ſpirit of grace 
is compared to water. I will, 
lays God, ſprinkle clean water 


6 


upon you (my ſpirit, ver. 27.) 


2 and ye ſhall be clean, from 


all your filthineſs, and from all 
your idols will I cleanſe you. 
Fifthly, water: the element of 
water, naturally deſcends to, and 
abides in low places, in valleys 
and places which are undermoſt; 
and the grace of God, and the 


ſpirit of grace, is of that nature 


alſo; the hills and lofty moun- 
tains, have not the rivers running 
over the tops of them: no, tho' 
they may run among them: but 34. 


they run among the vallies: and * iv. 
God reſiſteth the proud, but 1 pet. v. 


giveth grace to the humble, to 5: 
the lowly'. 55 

Sixthly, the grace of God is 
compared to water, for that is it 
which cauſeth fruitfulneſs, water 
cauſes fruitfulneſs, want of wa- 
ter is the cauſe of barrenneſs, and 
this is the reaſon why the whole 
world is ſo empty of fruit to God- 
ward, even becauſe ſo few of the 
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Ephel. ii. 


"A 
Coloſ. ii. 
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children of men have the ſpirit of 


grace in their hearts. But, 


Secondly, as there is a ſpecial 
ſignification in this term (water,) 
ſo there ĩs alſo in this term (life: ) 
water of life. He ſhewed me 
the water of life. In that there- 
fore there it is added to this word 
(water) that of (life) it is, in the 
general, to ſhew what excellent 
virtue and operation there is in 
this water. It is aqua vite, was 
ter of life, or water that hath 
health and life in it. And this 
term ſhews us, 

Firſt, that the world of grace- 
leſs men are dead: dead in treſ- 
paſſes and ſins. Dead, that is, 


without life and motion God- 


ward, in the way of the teſta- 
ment of his Son. fy 
Secondly, it alſo ſhews us, that 


there' is not any thing in the 


world, or in the doctrine. of the 
world, the law, that can make 
them live', - Life is only in this 


Sa 


© water, death is in all otherthings. 


The law, I fay, which is that 
that would if any thing in the 
whole world, give life unto the 
world, but that yet killeth, 
condemneth, and was added that 


the offence might abound: where- 


fore there is no life, either in the 
world, or in the doctrine of the 
world: tis only in this water, in 
this grace of God, which is here 
called the water of life, or God 8 
aqua vitæ. 

Thirdly, It is alſo called the 
water of bee to ſhew, that by 
the grace of God men may live, 
how dead ſoever their ſins have 


made them. When God will 


J tay to a ſinner, live; tho' he be 


ad in his ſins, *he ſhall live. 


When thou waſt in thy blood, I © 


{aid unto thee, live; yea, when 


thou waſt in thy blood, 1 faid, 
live. And again, the dead ſhall 


and they that hear, ſhall live. 
B 3 


Ezek. xvi 


8, 9. 


Joh. v. 


hear the voice of the ſon of God, 25 


(8) 
That is, when he ſpeaks words 
| of grace, and mixeth thoſe words 
with the ſpirit and grace of the 
goſpel, then men ſhall live: for 
ſuch words, ſo attended; and ſuch 
[6 words only are ſpirit and life. 
1 = i The words that I ſpeak unto 
| you, faith Chriſt, they are ſpirit, 
153 and they are life. 
406 Fourthly, in that this grace of | 
; God is here preſented unto us um 
der the terms of water of life, it 
4 is to ſhew, that ſome are ſick of 


$i that diſeaſe, that nothing can cure 
bh. but that. There are many diſeaſes 
1 | in the world, and there are alſo 
HA Temedies for thoſe diſeaſes; but | 
bs. there isadiſeaſe that nothing will, 
75 can, or ſhall cure, but a dram af 
f | this bottle, a draught of this aqua 
Wy _ vite, this water ot life. This is 
ner. xxi intimated by the invitation; let 
1 6 chap. him take the water of life freely. 
Mark. ü. And again, I will give to him 
=_ that is a-thirſt of the fountain of 


the water of lite freely'. This is 


8 
ſpoken to the ſick, to them that 
are ſick of that diſeaſe that only 
Chriſt as a phyſician with his 


| water of life, can cure. 


But few are ſick of this diſ- 


eaſe, but few know what it is to 


be made ſick of this diſeaſe. 
There is nothing can make ſick 


of this diſeaſe, hut the la and 


ſin, and nothing can cure but 
the grace of God by the goſpel, 


called here the water of lite. 
We come now to diſcourſe of 


the ſecond thing with which we 


are preſented by the text: and 
that is, the quantity that there 
is, of this water of life. It is a 
river. He ſhewed me a river of 
water of life'. Waters that are 
cordial, and that have in them a 
faculty to give life to them that 
want it, and to maintain life where 
it is, are rare, and ſcarce, and to 
be found only in cloſe places, and 
little quantities; but here you ſee 
there is abundance, a great deal, 


(> ; 
2 river, a river of water of life. 
In my handling of this point: I 
will ſhew you, 
Firſt, What a river of water 
of life this is: 
Secondly, and then draw ſome 
inferences therefrom. = 
1. What a river this is; this ri- # 
ver of water of life. 
I 1. It is a deep river. It is a 
= river that is not- ſhallow, bur 
: Ezek. deep with all, O the depth! I 
[7-1 | ay > will make their waters deep, faith 
18. God. And again, They have drunk 
1 of the deep waters. A river of 
water of life, is much; but a deep 
river, is more. Why, ſoul-ſick 
ſinner, ſin- ſick finner, thou that 
art ſick of that diſeaſe that no- 
thing can cure but a portion of 
this river of the water of life: 
here is a river for thee, a dee 
river for thee, Thoſe that at rt 
are coming to God by Chriſt for 
life are of nothing ſo inquiſitive, 
as of, whether there is gtace e- 


BW... 


nough in him to fave them. But 
1 fer cher comfort, here is abun- 
dance, abundance of grace: a 
river, a deep river of the water 


ke of life for them to drink of. 

* 2. As this river is deep, fo it is - vp it. 
vide and broad. Wherefore as job. _ 

1 thou art to know the depth, that. 
is, that it is deep: fo thou art to 

know its breadth, that is, that it 

y is broad. It is broader than the Pet 

Ut . Xlvũ. 5 
11 ſea: a river that cannot be paſ- 

þ ſed over. Never did man yet go 

K from one ſide of this river to the 

f other, when the waters indeed 


were riſen; and now they are ri- 

P WM ſen, even now they proceed out 

x of the throne of God and of the - - © 
| Lamb too. Hence this grace is FPheſ. ii. 

called the unſearchable riches of 

f = Chriſt. Sinner, ſick ſinner, what 

ſayeſt thou to this? wouldeſt thou 

5 & wade, wouldſt thou ſwim? here 

thou-mayſt wade, here thou may- 

: eſt ſwim, 'tis deep, yet fordable 

) at firſt entrance, And when thou 
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( 22 ) 

thinkeſt that thou haſt gone 
thorowand thorow it, yet turn a- 
gain and try once more, and thou 
ſhalt find it deeper than hell, and 
a river that cannot be paſſed over. 
If thou canſt ſwim, here thou 
mayeſt row] up and down, as the 
fiſhes do in the ſea. Nor needſt 
thou fear drowning in this river : 
it will bear thee up, and carry 
thee over the higheſt hills, as 
Noah's waters did carry the ark. 

But, 1 
3. As this river of water of 
life, is deep and large: ſo tis a 
river that is full of waters. A 
river may be deep, and not full. 
Pfal. Ixvi. A river may be broad and not 
* deep. Ay, but here is a river 
deep, and broad, and full too. 
Thou watereſt it; thou greatly 
enricheſt it with the river of God 
which is full of water.” Full of 
grace and truth. Fill the water- 
pots, ſaithChriſt, (up to the brim.) 
The waters of a full cup the 


„ 
wicked ſhall have, and a river 
full of the water of life, is pro- 
vided for who indced has a deſire 
thereto. 
4. As this river is deep, broad, Ezek. 


ad full, ſo it ſtill aboundeth with __ 
7 water. The waters, jays the pro- i.e. 


phet, were riſen. Hence the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ſaith, God cauſeth the 
waters to flow: and again, and it 
ſhall come to paſs in that day 
(the day of the goſpel) that the 


mountains ſhall drop with new 


wine, and the hills ſhallflow with 


milk, and all the rivers of Judah Joel. it. 


ſhall flow with waters, and a** 
fountain ſhall come forth of the 
houſe of the Lord, and ſhall wa- 


ter the valley of Shittim'”. When Pal. Ixxg 


| a river flows, it has more water 8. 20. 


than its banks can bound; it has 
water. Behold, he ſmote the 
rock that the waters guſhed ont, 
and the ſtreams overffowed'. 
The river of water of life, 


which 1s alſo ſignified by theſe 
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( 24 ) 
waters, is a river that abounds, 
and that overflows its banks in 
an infinite and unſpeakable man- 
ner. Thus much for the river, 
to wit, what a river of water of 
life it is. Ic is a river deep, broad, 
full and abounding with this wa- 
ter, with this ſpirit and grace of 
the goſpel. | 

Secondly, now 1 fall come | 
to draw ſome inferences from it, 
that is from this term, a river. A 
river of water of life. 

Firſt then, a river is water that 
is common, common in the 
ſtreams, tho otherways in the 
head. This river proceeds out of 
the throne, and fo, as to its riſe, | 
tis ſpecial ; tis alſo called the wa- 
ter of life; and as it is ſuch, 'tis 
ſpecial; but as it is a river, 'tis 
common, and of common ue, 
m. and for common gond. Hence 

the grace of God is called, the 
common ſalvation, for that by 
the word there is no reſtraint, no 


„ 
W denial to, or forbidding of any 
that w/ from receiving thereof. 

And whoſoever will, let him Rev. xxii. 
babe the water of life freely; what 
can more fully declare the com- 
2d, monneſs of a thing. Yea, this 
ra- river is called at the very head 
of of it, an OPEN Fountain, a foun- Zech. xii, 

W tain opened to the huuſe of Judah, 1+ 
aud inhabitants of Jeruſalem. And 
by Judah and Jeruſalem is com- 
prehended every ſoul that would 
drink of the water of life, or liv- 
ing water. And hence it is, that 
this river is ſaid to go down to _ 
the defart and to the ſea, where all! 
kind of fiſhes are. By ſea is meant 
the world, and by fiſh the peo. 
ple, and thither ſhall run this ri- 
ver of water of life. But, 

Secondly, tho' a river, in the 
ſtreams, of it, is common, yet a 
river, as it paſſes thorow a country 
or province, will chuſe its cum way. 

"Twill runin the valleys, in the 


plains, not over ſtceples and hills, 
C 


Pſal. civ. courſes. He ſendeth the ſprings 


10. 


ſence. A thing may be common, 


ſom, Tunbridge waters, and the 


E 
Twill alſo fetch its compaſ. 

fes and circuits; twill go about 
and reach hither and thirher; and 
according to its cour/es, 'twill 
miſs, by its turnings, what places, WM"! 
and people it liſts; yet it is com- 
mon, for that it lies open; yea it 
is common for all the beaſts of 
the field. There is therefore a 
difference to be put betwixt the 
ac of a thing and its pre- 


yet far enough off of thee. Ep- 


Bath, may be common, but yet 
a great way off of ſome that have 
need thereof. The ſame may be 
{aid of 7his river, tis common in 
the ſtreams but it runs its own 
circuit, and Feeps its own water 


into the valleys, which run among 
the hills. Indeed he openeth his 
river in high places, in his throne 
and of the Lamb, but ſtill they 
run in the midſt of the valleys, to 
water the humble and the lowly. 
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Therefore they that thirſt, and 
would drink, are bid to come 
down to the waters; Ho, every 
Wone that thirſteth, come ye to the 


es : 
_ vaters; and he that hath no mo- 4 2 
1 it ey, come ye, buy, &c. And again, 

of Vany man thirſt, let him come 

> a unto me and drink, The waters 

he Ware common, but you muſt come 
eto them, to them where they are, 

n, Mor you will be nothing Wen 

þ= for them. Come ye to the waters. 

ne Thirdly, this water of liſe is 

et called, a river, to intimate to you, 

ve h what ſtore of the ſame, tis ſup- 

ze plied. All rivers have the ſea for 

in their original; All the rivers run Eccleſ. 1. 
n into the ſea, yet the ſea is not full: 15 

a unto the place from whence the ri- 
vers came, thither they return a+ 

os gain. And ſo this river of wa- 

is ter of life is faid to proceed out 

ec of the throne, as out of a place 


y bvhere it breaketh out, but the ori- 
0 ginal is the ſea, the ocean of grace, 
* which is in an infinite Deity. 


C2 
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Mic. vii. Thou wilt caſt all our ſins into the | 


depths of the fea, into the depth 


of the ſea of thy grace. Rivers 
when they are broken up, do. 
with their gliding ſtreams carry 
away a great deal of the filth, 
which from all parts of the cout} 
tries thorow which they run, i 
conveyed into them; and they 
carry it away into the ſea, where 
tis everlaſtingly ſwallowed up. 


And oh the filth that is caſt into 


this river of God! and oh how 
many dirty ſinners are waſhed | 


white therein, for by their con- 
tinual gliding away, they carry 


flth 1 into the mid'ſt of the ſea. 


A river will take away the 
very ſtink of a dead dog, nor 


doth. all the ſoil and draught that 


is caſt into the rivers, cauſe that 
thoſe that can ſhould be afraid 
to make uſe thereof: all that have 
need to betake themſelves to this 
river notwithſtanding. But how 
much more virtue is there in this 


ö 
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6 
ſweet river of grace that is de- 
ſigned, yea opened on purpoſe to 
waſh away ſin and uncleanneſs 
in, to carry away all our filth, and 
to remain as virtuous ſtill? 

4. It is called a river, to ſhew 
that it yields a continual ſupply, 
as I may call it, of new and freſh 
grace, Rivers yield continually 
freſh and new water. For tho' 
the channel or water courſe in 
which the water runs, is the ſame, 
yet the waters themſelves are al- 
ways new. That water that but 
one minute ſince, ſtood in this 
place or that of the river, is now 
gone, and new and freſh is come 
in its place. And thus it is with 
the river of God, which is full 
of water ; it yieldeth continual- 
ly freſh ſupplies, freſh and new 
ſupplies of grace to thoſe that 
have buſineſs in theſe waters. And 
this is the reaſon that when fin is 
pardoned, it ſeems as if it were 


carried away, Thefe waters have 
33 
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with their continual ſtreams, car- 


ried away the filth of the ſinner 
from before his face. Ir is not 
ſo with ponds, pools and ciſterns; 
they will be foul and ſtink, if 
they be not often emptied, and 
fled again with freſh water. We 
muſt then put a difference between 
the grace that dwelleth in us and 


this river of water of life. We 


are but as pods, pools, and ciſterns i 
that can hold but little, and ſhall | 

alſo ſoon ſtink notwithſtanding 
the grace of God is in us, if we | 
be not often emptied from veſſel 


to veſlel,and filled with freſh grace 


3 river. But the river is 


always ſweet, nor can all the filth 
that is waſhed out of the world, 
make it ſtink or infect it: It's 
water runs with a continual glid- 
ing ſtream, and ſo carries away 
all annoyance, as was ſaid, into 
the depth of the ſea. 

5. The grace of God is called 
2 river, to ſhew tha it is only 
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| ſuited to thoſe who are capable of” 


living therein, Water, tho' it is 
that which every creaure deſireth, 


yet it is not an element in which 


every creature can live, who is it 


that would not have the benefit 
| of grace, of a throne of grace? 


but who is it that can live by 
grace? even none but thoſe whole 
temper andconſtitution is ſuited to 
grace. Hence, as the grace of 


God is compared to a RIVER, 


ſo thoſe that live by grace are 
compared to FIA, for that, as 
water is that clement in which 
the fiſh liveth; ſo grace is that 
which is the life of the ſaint, 


Aud there ſhall be a very great p,, 
multitude of fiſh, becauſe theſe wa- xvi. 9. 


ters fhall come thither ; for they 


ſhall be healed, and every thing ſhall 


live whither the river cometh ; art 
thou a fiſh, man, art thou a fiſh? 
canſt thou live in the water? canſt 
thou live always, (and nowhere 
elle but) in the water? Is grace 


( 32.) 
thy propor element? the fiſh di- 
eth if ſne be taken out of the 
water, unleſs ſne be timely put 
in again, the ſain? dieth if he be 
not in this river. Take him from 


his river and nothing can make - } 


him live; let him have water, 
water of life enough, and no- 
thing can make him die. 

I know that there are ſome 


things beſides fiſh, that can make 


a ſhift to live in the water; but 


the water is not their proper, their 


only proper element. The frog 
can live in the water, but not in 
the water only; the otter can live 
in the water, but not in the water 
only. Give ſome men grace and 
the world, grace and ſin; admit 


them to make uſe of their luſts 


for pleaſure, and of grace to re- 


move their guilt, and they will 


make a pretty good ſhitt, as we 
ſay: they will finely ſcrabble on 
in a profeſſion; but hold them to 
grace only, confine their life to 
grace, put them into the viver, 


. 

and let them have nothing but 
river, and they die; the word, 
and way, and nature of grace, is 
to them as light bread, and their 
ſoul can do no other but loath 
it; for they are not ſuited and 
tempered for that element. They 
are fiſh, not frogs, that can live in 
the river, as in their only proper 
element; Wherefore, the grace 
of God, and ſpirit of grace is com- 
. pared to ar7ver, to ſhew, that none 
but thoſe can live thereby whoſe 
ſouls and fpirits are ſuited and 
fitted thereto. a 

6. The grace, and ſpirit of 
grace of God, is called or com- 
pared to a river, to anſwer thoſe 
unſatiable deſires, and to waſh 
away thoſe mountainous doubts, 
that attend thoſe that indeed do 
thirſt for that drink. The man 
that thirſteth with ſpiritual thirſt, 
fears nothing more than that 
there is not enough to quench 


his thirſt: All the promiſes and 


3 
Pal. 
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fayings of God's miniſters to ſuch 


a man, ſcem but as thimbles in- 
Pſal. 42. ſtead of bowls, ] mean ſo long 


il. 6;, as his thirſt and doubts walk 


hand in hand together. There 
*45* 1s not enough in this promiſe ; 
I find not enough in that promiſe 

to quench the drought of my 
thirſting ſoul. He that thirſteth 
aright, nothing but God can 
quench his thirſt, My ſoul thirſt- 


eth for God, for the living God. 


Well, what ſhall be done for this 
man? will his God humour him, 
and anſwer his defires; Mark 
what follows, when'the poor and 
needy ſec water and there ts none 
(and they can find none, when 
all the promiſes ſeem to be dry, 
and like clouds that return after 
the rain) and their tongue fails 
for thirſt, I the Lord will hear 
them, I the God of Iſrael will not 
forſake them. Ay, but, Lord, what 
wilt thou do to quench their 
thirſt? 7 will open rivers, faith he, 
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in high places, and fountains in the 
midſt of the valleys, T will make 
the wilderneſs a pool of water, and 
the dry land ſprings of water. 
Behold! hereare rivers and foun- 
tains, a pool, and ſprings, and all 
to quench the thirſt of them that 
thirſt for God. 

Wherefore, as I ſaid, ſuch pro- 
viſion for the thirſty, intimates 


their fears of want, and the crav- 


ing appetite ol their ſouls after 
God, right ſpiritual thirſt is not 
to be ſatisfied without aboun- 


| dance of grace, And they ſhall il. 36 
be abundantly ſatisfied with the 8. 


| fatneſs of Fig houſe, and thou ſhall 
make them drin of the river 1900 
thy pleaſures. 

7. The grace of God is com- 
pared to a river, to ſpew the great. 
neſs of the family of God. He 
has a family, 2 great family. and 
therefore it is not a little that 
muſt be provided for them. When 
1/rael went out of Egypt, ard 


Pſal. 78. 
n 
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E 
thirſted by the way, God provid- 
ed for them a river; he made it 
ouſh out of the rock; for alas! 
what leſs than a river could 
quench the thirſt of more than 
ſix hundred thouſand men, be- 
ſides women and children! 

I ſay whar leſs than a river 
covid do it? When the people 
luſted for fleſh, Mies ſaid, ſhall 
the flocks and herds be lain for 
them to ſuffice them, or ſhall all the 
fiſh of the ſea be gathered together 
tor them to ſuffice them? even ſo 
could not leſs than a river ſuſtain 
and ſuffice that great people: now 
his people in goſpel days, are not 
to be diminiſhed but increaſed, 
and if then they had need of a 
river, ſurely now of a fea, but 
the river 1s deep and broad, full, 
and abounds or riſes with water, 
{o it will ſaffice. 

8. The grace of God is com- 
pared tu a river, perhaps to ſhew 
of what a low eſteem it is with 
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the rich and the full. The de- 
ſtitude indeed imbrace the rock 
inſtead of a ſhelter, and the poor 


and needy, they ſeek water, but 


they can drink wine in bowls, 
that can ſolace themſelves with, 
as they think, better things, they 
come not to this river to drink ; 
they never ſay they ſhall die if 
they drink not of this water. 


"Tis therefore for the poor and Re el. 7. 


necdy, God will lead them to his "” 
living fountains of waters, and 
will wipe away all tears from 
their eyes. And thus I paſs the 
ſecond, and come to the third 
particular, and that is to ſhew the 
head and ſpring from whence 
this river proceeds, or ſprings. 
Rivers have their heads from 
whence they riſe, out of which 
they ſpring ; and ſo accordingly 
we rcad this river has; where- 
fore he ſaith, he ſhewed me a pure 
river of water of life, clear as 
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cryſtal, proceeding out of the throne 
of God, and of the Lamb, 

1. God is here to be taken 
for the whole God-head, Father, 
Son and Spirit, for that grace 
proceeds from them all: the grace 
of the Father, the grace of the 
Son, and the grace of the pirit is 
: * here included. Hence, as the 
Joh. 1 Father is called, the God of uracei 
14. 16. fo the Son is ſaid to be fuil ff 
1 grace, grace to be communicated; | 
and the Hoh Ghoſt is called the 
Spirit of grace. So then by this 

we perceive whence grace comes. 
Were all the world gracious, it 
God were not gracious, what 
was man the better? if the Fa 
ther, or the - Son, or the Holy 
Ghoſt are gracious, it they were 
not all gracious, what would it 
profit? but now God 1s gracious, 
the three perſons in the God- 
head arc gracious, and ſo long 
they chat ſeek grace are provided 
for; for that there proceeds from 
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chem a river, or grace like a flow- 

ing ſtream, indeed the original of 

grace to ſinners is the goodwill 

of God none can imagine how 

loving God is to ſinful man. A 

little of it is ſeen, but they that 

ſce molt, ſee BUT a little. 

But there is added, and of the 

Lamb. The Lamb is, Feſas as 

ſacrificed, Fe/us as man, and ſut- 

fering. Hence you have theLamb, Rev. v. 6. 

at the firſt vikon of the throne, 

ſet forth unto us thus, that is, as 

is lain: and I beheld, and lo in the 

s. ¶ miaſt of the throne, aud of the four 

if beaſts, and in the midſt of the el 

at ders, ſtood a Lamb as it had been 

a MW ſlain. 

ly Wherefore by this word Lamb, 

re we are to underſtand, who, or 

it by what means grace doth now 

s, run from the throne. of God, 

- like a river to the world. It is 

g becauſe of, or thorow the Lamb. 

de are juſtified freely by. ibe n in. 

n grace of God thorow the redemp- 24. 
D 2 | 


7. 


Epheſ. 1. And again, we have redemption | 
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ion that is in Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
God hath ſet forth to be a prop 


tiation thorow faith in his blood, 


thorow his blood even the forgives 
neſs of ſins, according to the rich- 
es of God's grace. 

Nor doth the Lamb of God, 
by becoming a means thorow 


death, of the conveyance of grace 


to us, at all darken the nature or 
glory of grace, but rather doth 
ſet it off the more, For where- 
in can grace or love more appear, 
than in his laying down his life 
for us; I ſpeak now of the grace | 
of the ſon. And wherein could 
the nature and glory of the grace 
of the father more appear than in 
giving his ſon to death for us, 
that grace might in a way of ju- 
ſtice as wellas mercy be beſtowed 
upon the world? wherefore, as 
he faith here, that the river of- 
water of life proceedeth from 


God, ſo he adds that the Lamb, 


1 
becauſe he would have us, while 
we are intangled and overcome 
with this river of God's pleaſure, 
not forget what it coſt the Lamb 
of God that this grace might 
come unto us. 

For the riches of grace and of 
Wiſdom 18, that grace comes to us 
not only in a way of mercy and 
compaſſion, but in a way of ju- 
ſtice and equity: but that eould 
be by no other means, but bv re- 
Sheming blood. Which redeem- 
ing blood came not from us, nor 
yet thorow our contrivance or 
advice; wherefore whatever it is 
to the Lamb, ſtill all is of grace 
to us. Yea, the higher, the great- 
er, the richer is grace by how 
much the more it coſt the Father 
and the Lamb, that we might 
enjoy it. When a man ſhall not 
only deſign me a purſe of gold, 


but ſhall venture his lite to bring 


it to me, this is grace indeed. But 
alas! what are a thoufand ſuch 
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ſhort campariſons to the un- 
ſearchable love of Chriſt ? 

The Lamb then is he from 
whom, by, or thorough whom 
the grace of God doth come to 

us. It proceeds from the throne 
of God and of the Lamb. And 
it proceeds from him, now as 2 
donator ; from him, not only as 
2 means of conveyance, but as 
one that has power to give grace, 
power as he is the /n of Man, 
For as the ſon of man, he is the 
Lamb ; and as he is the Lamb; 
Mat. g. ö. it cometh from him. The fan 
i Cor. 1. of man had Power on earth to for- 
2 Cor. 1. give ſin, and that before he had 
actually paid to God the price | 
of our redemption, But how 
much more now? . Wherefore 
Paul in his prayer for grace and 
Eph. 1. 2 peace for ſaints, ſupplicates both 
God, and the Lamb. Grace 1% you 
from God the Father, and from 

our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Proceeding out of the throne.] 


Formerly this river of waters 1s 


2 
Gal. 1. 3 


W 


in uſe, and that then grace ran 


88 


ſaid to come from under the Ezek. 47. 


threſhold of tlis houſe of the“ 
Lord. And 'tis ſaid again, they 


ſhall go out from Feru/alem, that Zech. 14. 


is the church or houſe of God“ 
ſtill, In that they are ſaid to 
come out from under the threſ- 
hold, it may be to intimate that 
they ran but low formerly, if 
compared to what they do now. 
Which might alſo be ſigniſied by 
this, that they iſſued cut; that thar 
iſſues out ordinarily comes forth 
but ſlowly. Alſo the prophet 


{aith, the firſt time he went Ezck. 
thorough the waters they were 3˙4. 


but up to the azcles, But what 
is ancle deep, to that which fol- 
loweth after? tis {aid alſo to come 
out from Jeriſaleim, where I per 
ceive, Were no great rivers, to in- 
timate that as long as the firſt 
prieſthood, firſt temple, and type 
were in their ſplendor, only the 
ſhidow of hcavcnly things were 


Exo. %Xv. 
17. 


Feb. iv. 


Ia. xxii. 


22, 23: 
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Ee is the thrune, he is the Jacob 


a 


but ſlowly, nor would run much 
faſter, becauſe J7eſus was not yet 


glorified. For the ſpirit and a- 


bundance of grace was to be 


given, not before, but after his 
aſcenſion. . 
Wherefore, now Jeſus is a- 
fcended; now he is glorified ; now 
grace proceeds from the throne, 
not from the fhreſhold of the houſe. 
He ſhewed me a pure river of Ma- 
ter of Life, clear as cryſtal, pro- 
ceeding from or out of the throne 
„ God, and of the Lamb. 
The throne. | That of which 
the mercy-ſeat was a type: that 
which is called the throne of grace. 
And it is called the throne of 
grace even therefore, becauſe tis 
that from, or out of which pro- 
ceeds this river of water of life; 
this overflowing grace of God. 
Now it may be aſked, what is 
the throue of grace? and I ſhall 
anſwer, it is the humanity of Chriſt. 
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in which God ſitteth. And he ſhall im. 


be for a glorious throne to his 
father's houſe. The fulneſs of 
the God-head dwells in him bo- 
dily, and God was in Chriſt re- 
conciling the world unto himſelf, 
nor can grace come to men but 
by Chriſt, nor can God reſt as 
to our ſalvation but in him. But 
becauſe I have ſpoken of this 
thing more particularly upon that 
text, | Let us therefore come bold- 
ly to the throne of grace, &c,] I 
ſhall thcrefore here ſay no more. 

Only methinks it is a glorious 
title that the Holy Ghoſt has 
given to the humanity of Chriſt, 
in that he calls it the throne of 
God; and methinks he gives it 
the higheſt preference, in that he 
ſaith, out thence proceeds a pure 
river of water, of water of life : 
we will a little therefore ſpeak 
ſomething to this word[the throne, 
the throne of Go d. 


- 


1 
1. A throne is the ſeat of ma- 
jeſty and greatneſs; tis not for 
things of an inferior quality to 
aſcend or aſſume a throne, Now 
then, ſince this river of water of 
life proceeds from the throne, it 
intimates that in grace and mer- 
cy there is great majeſty; (for 
grace, as it proceeds, has a voice 
from the throne.) And indeed 
there is nothing in heaven or earth 
that can fo All E the heart, as 
Hoſe. ii. the grace f God. Tis that which 
a makes a man fear, tis that which 
Jer. xxxii makes a man Zremble, tis that 
ee Which makes a man bow and 
xxxir. 6, bend, and break to pieces. No- 
13,9 thing has that majeſty, and com- 
manding greatneſs in, and upon 
the hearts of the ſons of men, as 

has the grace of God. 

So that, I fay, when he faith, 
that 'the river of grace proceeds 
out of the throne of God, it is 
to ſhew us, what a majeſty, what 
a commanding greatneſs, there is 


(7 Js 
in grace. The love of Chriſt con- 
ſtraincth us. | 
When Moſes went up to the 
mount the firſt time to receive 
the law, he did exccedingly fear 
and quake. Why? becauſe of the 
fire and ſmoak, thick darkn«fſs 
and thunder, ec. but when he 
went up the ſecond time thither, 
he made huſte, and bowed his head 
towards the earth and worſhipped. 
But why? becauſe it was before 
proclaimed, that the Lord was = 
gracious and merc if ul, long- ſuffer- 
ing and abundant in good, and 
truth. keeping mercy for thouſands, 
Jrgiving miquity, trauſgreſſion and 
ſin, &c. 
There is nothing over maſter— 
eth the heart like grace, and ſo 
obligeth to ſincere and unfeigned 


1, obedience as that. Exonine e, pfal. ani 
18 O Lord, faid David, prove me 2, 3. 

is ard try my reins ond my heart. for 

at thy loving kinane/s is be fore my 


is eyes, and Jade watked in thy 
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truth, Therefore he ſaith again, 
O Lord, our God, how excellent 
is thy loving-kindnels in all the 
earth? and, that loving-kindneſs ts 
marvellons, Co it has that majeſty, 
and chat excellent glory in it, as 
to command the heart and ſub- 
duc fin. And therefore grace 
has given to it the title of fove⸗ 
reiguty, Or of one that rcigns, 
The throneis called, the throne © 
grace, that on which i it fits and 
reigns, as well as that from 
ents | it procceds. Grace reigns 
through righteouſneſs to eternal life 
by Tefus Chriſt cur Lord. 

Sccondly, as a throne is a ſeat i 
of majeſty and greatneſs, and ſo 
can awe; fo it is the ſcat of uu” 
thority, and legiſlativepower. and 
ſo will awe; this is confirmed 
from what was ſaid but now, 
grace reigns, Where fore it is ex- 
pected, that they that hear the 
word of God's grace ſhould ſub- 
mit thereto, and that at that 
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peril. He that believes not ſhall 
| be damned, is a word of power, 
of law and authority; and the 
contemner ſhall find it ſo. 
Grace proceeds from the throne, 
from the throne of God, and of 
the Lamb. Wherefore, ſinner, 
here is laid a neceſſity upon thee, 
one of the two muſt be thy lot, 
either thou muſt accept of God's 
grace, and be contented to be 
ſaved freely thereby, notwith- 
ſtanding all thy undeſervings, 
and unworthineſs, or elſe thou 
muſt be damn'd for thy rebellion, 
and for thy rejecting of this 
grace. Wherefore conſider with 
thyſelf, and think what is beſt 
to be done. It is better that thou 
ſubmit to the grace and mercy 
of God, and thar thou accepteſt 
of grace to reign for thee, in thee, 
and over thee, than that thou 
ſhouldſt run the hazard of e- 
ternal damnation, becauſe thou 


wouldeſt not be ſaved by grace. 


Pro. Xvi. 


14. 


"M0. 
Conſider of this, I ſay, for grace 


is now in authority, it reigns, and 


proceeds fram the THRONE, 
Now, you know, tis dangerous 
oppoling, rejecting, deſpiſing or 
diſowning of them in authority: 
better ſpeak againſt twenty, than 
againſt one that 1s in authority, 


chap. xix If the wrath of a king, 7s as meſ- 


12. 


ſengers of death: If the wrath of i 


the king ig as the roaring of a 
lion: Char is the wrath of Cod? 


and you know, to deſpiſe grace, 


to refuſe pardon, to be unwilling 


to be ſaved from the guilt and | 


puniſhment due to treaſons the 
king's way, ſince that alſo is the 
beſt way, how will that provoke? 
how hot will that make wrath? 
but to accept of grace, eſpecially 
when tis free grace, grace that 
reigns, grace from the throne; 
how ſweet is it? His favour is 
as deww upon the graſs. 

This therefore calls for thy 
molt grave and ſedate thoughts. 


Thou art in a ſtrait, wilt thou fly 


- 


("8 2 
before Mo/es, or with David fall 
into the bands of the Lord? wilt 
thou go to hell for ſin, or to life 
by grace? one of the two, as was 


ſaid afore, muſt be thy lot; for 


5 1 

in race 1s king, is upon the throne, 

y and will admit of no other way 

/. to glory. In and by it thou muſt Rom. v. 2. 


$ ſtand, if thou haſt any hope, or 
canſt at all rejoice in hope of the 


4 {glory of God. 

e Thirdly, as the throne is the 
” ſeat of majeſty and authority, ſo it 
dis the Yet fear of authority. 
he There is none above the throne, 
ne chere is 19 appeal from the throne. 
e' There are inferior courts of ju- 
h dicature, there are under-gover- 


nors, and they may ſometimes 
ly ' . 
perhaps be faulty; wherefore in 


nat 
. ſome caſe an appeal from ſuch 
| 7; may by lawful or permitted ; but 


from the throne, none can appeal. 
Nou grace is upon the throne, 
reigns upon the throne, proceeds from 
the throne: A man may appeal 
E 2 


Acts. 3. 


22. 29» 


89 
from the law to the throne, from 
Moſes to Chriſt, from him that 
_ on earth, to him that ſpeaks 
rom heaven, but from heaven to 
earth, from Chriſt to Mo/es, none 
can appeal, Moſes himſelf has 
forbid it. For Moſes truly ſaid 


unto the fathers, a prophet ſhall the 


Lord your God raife up unto you, 
of your brethren like unto me, him | 


all ye hear in all things whatfi 


ever he ſhall ſay unto you, and it 
ſhall come to paſs, that every foul 
which will not hear that prophet, 
ſhall be deſtroyed from among tht} 
people. 

See here, this NEW prophet, 
judges, in the higheſt court, he 
is maſter of grace, the throne by 
which grace reigns; and even 
Moſes admits, that from himſelf 
an appeal may be made to this 
prophet; yea, he allows that men 
may flee from himſelf, to thi: 
prophet for refuge; but there 


muſt be no appeal from him. Thou 


(33. 3 


muſt hear him, or die. Ho Heb. xi, 
ſhall we eſcape, if we turn away 25. 
from him, that ſpeaketh from hea- 

ven? 

This therefore is to be duly 
weighed, and deeply conſidered 
by us. Tis not a faint, nor a 
miniſter, nor a prophet, nor an 

angel that ſpeaks, for all theſe are 

but ſervants, but inferiors: no, it 
is a voice from the throne, from 
authority, from the higheſt au- 
thority ; it is the Lord from hea- 
ven. This grace proceeds from 
the throne and therefore men 
muſt ſtand and fall by what ſhall 
come from hence. He that comes 
not hither to drink, ſhall die for | 
thirſt. He that refuſes this water | 
now, ſhall not have ſo much as | 
will hang upon the tip of his 

finger (it 'twould fave his foul) 
hereafter. How ſhall we eſcape, geb. 2. 3. 

if we negledt ſo great ſalvation. 

Apoſtates will therefore from 

hence find griping pangs and 


+ 
burning coals, for they have turn- 
ed themſelves away from this 
throne, and from the grace that 
proceeds therefrom ; nor is to any 
purpoſe whatever they plead for 

Gale 5* 4 themſelves. They are fallen from 
grace, and what can help them! 
Chriſt is become of none effect 
unto ſuch, whoſoever it is, that 
ſeeks to be juſtified by the law, 

they are fallen from grace. 
Fourthly, the throne, is the 
ſeat of glory (when the fon of man 
ſhall come in his glory, and all 
the holy angels with him; then 
he ſhall fit upon the throne of 
his glory.) And if the throne of 
judgmentis the ſeat of glory,much 
more the throne of grace. We 
will venture then to ſay, that the 
throne of grace, is the throne of 
| God's glory, as the throne of 
judgment will be the throne of 
Chriſt's glory, and that gracepro- 
ceedeth from his throne, that 


6 
both it and he, might have glory, 
glory in a way of mercy. 

1. That it might have glory; 
therefore has he deſigned, that 
grace ſhall be effectual in, and to 
the ſalvation of ſome; even to the 
praiſe of t he glory of his grace, Eph. 1. 5. 
wherein he has made us accepted 9. 
in the beloved. 

He has deſigned, not the glo- 
ry of man's works, but the glory 
of his own grace; and therefore 


SS 


"RS oo Mt. Om Fi, AA. Ido, 


Jag. 
— 


n has put man's works, as to juſtifi- 
cation before God, under his feet, 
n and counts them as filthy rags, 
f WW but has ſet his grace up above, 
of | has made it a king, given it au- 
:h I thority to reign, has provided for 
Je it a throne, and called that throne, 


the throne of grace, from hene 
of it alſo preceeds to its own praiſe 
of and glory, in and by the effectual 
of ſalvation of thoſe that receive it, 
o- and receive it not in vain, 

at 2. As grace is exalted, and 


made proceed out of che throne 


„ 
to its o praiſes, to its own glo- 
ry, ſo is it alſo thus exalted and 
made flow to us like a river, that 
we ſhould be to the praiſe of the 
glory of him thathath exalted it, 
We that receive it,and ſubmit unto 
the throne whence it proceeds, 
Eh. 1. 11. have thereby obtained an inherit. 
12. ance being predeſtinated according to 
the purpoſe of bim who worketh all 
things after the counſel of his own 
will, that we ſhould be to the praiſe 
of his glory. So that this throne is 
a throne of glory. A glorious 
high throne from the beginning is 
the place of our ſanctuary; now 
what foliows from this, bur that 
they that accept of this grace, 
give glory to God, to his grace, 
and to the word of his grace, ſuch 
Rom. 15. 1 ſay, glority God for his mercy: 
95 they glorityGod by their profeſ- 
= 7 fed ſubjection to the goſpel of 
Ads. 20. Chriſt, which is the goſpel, or 
Rm. goodtydings of the grace of God. 
20. They with Abraham believe and 


C i 3 


give glory to God, and with the 48s, 13. 
2 they glorify the word of +*: 


the Lord. 

Bur to ſlight grace, to do dil- 
pite to the {pirit of grace, to pre- 
fer our own works to the dero- 
gating from grace, what is it, but 
to coatemn God? to contemn 
him when he is on the throne, 
when he is on the throne of 
his glory, I ſay again, it is to ſpit 
in his face even then when he 
commands thee to bow before 
him, to be ſubject unto him, and 
to glorify the grace of his glory, 
that proceeds from the throne of 
his _ If men in old time 
were damned becauſe they glo- 
rified him not as God, ſhall not 
they be more than damned, if 
more than damned can be, who 
glorify him not for his grace? 
and, to be ſure, none glorify 
him for his grace but thole that 
cloſe in therewith, and ſubmit 


themſelves thereto, Talkers of 
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8 
grace are but mockers of God, 
but flatterers of God. Thoſe that 
only talk highly of grace, and 
ſubmit not themſelves unto it, 
are but like to thoſe that praiſe 
a look, or flatter him in his own 
conceits, Grace God has exal- 

ted, has ſet it upon the throne, 
and ſo made it a king, and given 
it authority to retgn ; and thou 
goeſt by and heareſt thereof, but 
wilt not ſubmit thyſelf thereto, 
neither thy ſoul, nor thy life: 
why, what 1s this more than to 
flatter God with thy lips, and 
then to lye unto him with thy 
tongue? what is this hut to count 
him leſs wiſe than thyſelf, while 
he ſeeks glory by that, by which 
thou wilt not glority him; while 
he diſplays his grace before thee 
in the world from the throne, 
and as thou goeſt by, with a nod 
thou calleſt ita fine thing, but fol- 
loweſt that which leadeth there- 
from? tremble, tremble, ye ſin- 


( 


ners, that have deſpiſed the riches 
of his goodneſs. The day is com- 
ing when ye ſhall behold, and 
wonder, and periſh, it grace pre- 
vaileth not with you to be con- 
tent to be ſaved by it to the praiſe 4%. 12. 
of its glory, and to the glory of 3”. 390 
him who hath ſet it upon the 
throne. 

Fitthly, the throne is the ſeat Dan. 7.9, 
of wifdom. Hence he is called the . 
ancient of days, that ſits on this 
throne, the throne of God. In- 
finite in wiſdom, whoſe garments 
were white as ſnow, and the Hair 
of his head like pure TWwooll, by 
ancient of days, and in that it is 
{aid the hair of his head is like 
the pure wooll, his wiſdom is ſet 
forth unto us. Wherefore when 
we read that out of the throne 
procecds a river of grace, when 
we read this proceedeth out of 
the throne of God, it is as much 
as to ſ:y, the wile God, who 
molt perfectly knoweth all ways, 
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( & ) 
counteth in his wiſdom, that to 
ſave men by grace is the beſt, 


moſt ſafe, and ſure away. There- 


fore it is of faith that it might be 


by grace, to the end the promiſe 


might be ſure to all the ſeed. And 
again forgiveneſs is according to 
the riches of his grace, wherein 
he has abounded toward us, in all 
wiſdom and prudence. Wherefore 
to {ct grace upon the throne, to 
let grace proceed out of the throne 
as a river, is by the c Go, the 
only wiſe God, counted the beſt | 
way, the ſafeſt way, the way that 
doth beſt ſuit the condition of a 
ſinful man, and that tends moſt 
to the utter diſappointment of the 
devil and death, and hell. Grace 


can juſtify freely, when it will 


who it will, from what it will. 


Grace can continue to pardon, 
favour and fave from falls, in falls, 


out of falls. Grace can comfort, 


relieve and help choſe that have 
hurt themſelves. And grace-can 


E 

o bring the unworthy to glory. 

t This the law cannot do, this man 
cannot do, this angels cannot do, 

0 this God cannot do, but only by 

ſe the riches of his grace, thorough 

d the redemption that 1s in Jeſus 

o Chriſt, Wherefore ſeeing God 

in has ſet grace on the throne, and 
ordered that it ſhould proceed 

re from this throne to the world. 

to Yea, ſceing he has made it king, 1 
ne and granted to 27, to it u, the Prov. 8. 
he authority and ſovercignty of ſav- 11, 12. 
ſt ing ſouls; he has magnified, not 

ja 5 his love, but his wiſdom, 

2 pus! his prudence before the ſons 

ſt of men. This then is his great 

he device, the maſterpiece of all his 

ice witty inventions: and therefore 

ill, it is ſaid, as was hinted before, 

ill. in this thing he hath proceeded 

on, | toward us in a! wiſdom and pru- 

lls, # dence. 

It, So then, he that comes to, and 
drinks of this water, gloriſies God 


for his wiſdom. praiſes God for 
I 


an 


Job. 39.2. 


1 Cor. 


I. 


im. Þ 
his wiſdom. Such an one faith, 
that God is only wiſe, and bow: 
ing his head, faith again, to God 
only wiſe, be glory, both now and 


for ever, Amen. 


But he that ſhall contemn this 
grace, confronts the higheſt wif- 
dom, even wiſdom upon the 
throne ; he ſaith of himſelf, I am 
wiſer than Daniel, than the judg- 
ment of God. I could have found 
out a more ſafe way to heaven 
myſelf, and had I been of God's 
council, I would have told him 
ſo. All this ſo horrible blaſphe- 
my, naturally proceeds from him 
that liketh not that grace ſhould 
be king on the throne, and ſhould 
proceed out of the throne to the 
world; but ſhall he that contend- 
th with the Almighty, inſtrut 
him? he that reproveth God, let 
him anſaver it. 


The text ſays, that this very 


21 22.23, doctrine to theGre-ks, to the wile, 
| 1 i 247 25 


is fooliſhneſs, and the preaching 


(3 1 

of it a fooliſh thing to them: but 

it will appear even then, when 

the concluſion of all things is 

come, and when theſe wile ones 

by their wiſdom have fooled 

themſelves to hell, that this fooliſh- 
neſs ot God, is wiſer than men, 

and the weakue/s of God ſtronger 

than men. 

Chriſt Jeſus, becauſe he was 
low in the world, is trampled 
upon by ſome, but he is a glo- 
rious throne to his father's houſe : 
for ſince his humility was the 
loweſt of all, now he is exalted to 
be the throne of God; yea, is 
made the fountain whence grace 
continually flows, like the rivers, 
and comes down to us like a 
mighty ſtream. Wherefore, I 
wil conclude this with both com- 
fort and caution ; with comtort, and 
that becauſe of rhe fccurity that 
they are under that indeed have 
{ſubmitted themſelves to grace, 
ſin ſhail not have dominion over you, 

F 2 


W 
q ? 
J 
3TH 
18 
o 
pe 
15 
. -_ 
* 
| 
| 
f 
; 
* 
> 
ö 1 


4 
for you are not under the law but 
ander gruce. And let it be caution 
to thoſe that deſpiſe. Take heed, 
'tis dangerous affronting of the 
wiſdom of God. Now here is 
the wiſdom of God, even wiſdom 
upon the throne. Ir pleaſed God, 
for the glory of his wiſdom, to 
make this the way ; to wit, to ſet 
up grace to reign. I have often 
thought, end ſome times ſaid, it 
God will be pleaſed with any 
Way, ſurely he will be pleaſed 
with his own, Now this is the 
way of his own deviſing, the fruit 
and effect of his own wiſdom : 
wherefore {inner pl-afc him-pl-aſe 
him in that, wherein he is well 
pleaſed: come to the waters, caſt 
thyſelf into them and fear not 
drowning; let God alone to cauſe 
them to carry thee into his para- 
diſe, that thou mayeſt ſee his 
throne. 
Sixthly, the throne is the ſeat 


of faith fuineſs, the place of per- 


judge uprightly, that is, faith fu ly, 


( "v5 4 
forming of ingagements and pro- 
miſes. When I ſhall rece ve the pſd. 33. 
congregation, faith Chriſt, I will? 


And now he has received it, ane 

is made head over all things to 

it; and for this cauſe is he upon pheſ. 23 
the throne, yea, is the throne **” 
from whence proceeds all this 
grace, that like a river doth flow, 
and glide from heaven into the 
world. I his river then is nothing 
elſe, but the fulſilling of promiſes, 
If I go not away the comforter John 16. 
will not Cone? ; but , I depart I” 

wiil fol m u nfo Jour This is that 10 md 


3 TON "hoke 1 nf by the Pro- 17, 18. 


Phel Je, Hud it ſhall come to paſs 


in the laſt days ( /aith God) Twill 
pour out my Jpirit upon all fleſh, 
&c. Now this river is the ſpirit, 
the ſpirit and grace of God, 
which was promiſed by the Fa- 
ther and the Son, * now it 
comes running from the throne of v. 23. 


God and of the Lamb, For being 
F 3 


- 4-8 
zow by the right hand of God ex- 
alted, and having received of the 
Father the promiſe of the ſpirit, 
he hath ſhed forth that which ye 
now ſee and hear. 

Behoid then how mindful, 
how careful, how faithful our 
Father and the Lamb of God is! 
"Tis not exaltation, nor a crown, 
nor a kingdom, nor a throne, 
that ſhall make him neglect his 
poor ones on earth: Yea, there- 
fore, even becauſe he is exalted 
and on the throne, therefore it 
is that ſuch a river with its gold- 
en ſtreams, procceds from the 

throne to come unto us. And 
it ſhall proceed to be far higher 
than ever was the e of 
Jordan. True, it runs not ſo high 
now, as in former days, becauſe 
of the curſe of God upon anti- 
11.32.13. chriſt, by whoſe means the land 
3 of God's people is full of briars 
and thorns; but when the tide 
is at the loweſt, then it is neareſt 


i © 


. the riſing; and this river will rife, 

2 and in tile time, be no more fo 

A low as but ancle deep: "i'will 

C up to the knees, to the loins, and Fzck. 47. 
be a broad river to ſwim in. For 

there the glorious 1 ora fhali be unto 113.33. 21. 

r us a place of broad rivers and 

L ſtreams, and there ſhall be no vev. 22. 

, more curſe in the church, but 3% 


, the throne of God and of the 
8 Lamb ſhall be in it, and his ſer— 


— vants ſhall ſerve him, that is, with- 
d out moleſtation. „ 

it Theſe ſayings are faithful and 
J. true, and in faithfulneſs ſhall they 
* from the throne of God and of 
d the Lamb, be performed to the 
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church. Faithfulneſs in him that 
rules, is that which makes Sion 
rejoice; becauſe thereby the pro- 

miſes yield milk and honey. For 

now the faithtul God, that keep- 

eth covenant, performs to his 
church, that which he told her |, 20. 
he would. Wherefore our rivers 1). 


* 
g 
- 


QI”, 
ny N = b = 


v 
33 
3 
15 
I 

4 
1 


© + LC - = 7 
— * 


Py y + 
* OY ane - 
2 
oh » % 


4 


G 
ſhall run, 2n4 our brooks yield 
honcv as 4 butter. 

Let this teach ail God's people 
to expect, to look, and wait for 
good thing from the throne, Bur 
oh, methinks, this throne out of 
which good comes like a river ! 
who would not but be a ſubject 
to it? who would not but wor- 
ſhip before ir? But, 

Seventhly, a throne is the feat 
of juſtice. Juſtice and judgment 
are the habitation of” thy throne. 
And it is alſo from juſtice that 
this river of grace flows to us ; 
juſtice to Chriſt, and, juſtice to 
thole that are found in him. God 
declarcs that he can juſtly juſtify, 
juſtly forgive: now if he can juſt— 
ly juſtify and juſtly forgive; then 
can he give grace, and cauſe that 
it ſhould proceed to, yea, flow 
after us as a river. The river 
that guſhed out of the rock in 
the wilderneſs ran after the peo- 
ple there, wherever they wan- 


6 

I cred therein. They drank of 1 cor. 10. 

the rock that followed them, the 3 4: 
rock was not removed out of his 

place, but the flood followed 
! them whether they went. He pal. 105. 
F opened the rock, and the waters ** 
| gulhed out, they ran in dry places 
} like a river. | 
k This rock, ſaith he, was Chriſt, 

that is, figuratively, and this 7hrone 
# is Chriſt really. And the water 


t guſhing out of the rock, and the 
5 following of them in the wilder- 
* neſs was to ſhew how when Chriſt 
f became a throne, grace and good- 
0 nels ſhould follow to us in the 
4 wilderneſs from thence ſo long 
7 as here we abide. Wherefore 
b David conſidering this, ſaid, ſure- 


n ly goodneſs and mercy ſhall þ O L- Pfal.23.6. . 
it LOIW me all the days of my life, 

* and I will awell in the houſe of 

er the Lord for ever. 

in But whence muſt this come? 

* The text ſays, from the throne; 

n- | from the throne, the /eat of ju/- 
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1 Cor. 6 


12. 


Joh. 7 39. 


2 Pet. 1.1. 


41 
tice *for from thence by reaſon of 
what HE hath found in Chriſt 


for us; he in a way of righteouſ- 


nels 5 juſtice, lets out to 1g, 
rivers of his pleaſures; eto 
original is that great and wide 


ſea of mercy that flows in his 


infinite heart beyond thought 
All is paid for both US and 

grace. We are bought with a 

price. He has obtained eternal 


redemption for us: yea, and as 


we are made his, and heaven 
made ours thus; fo this river of 
grace has been alſo obtained by 


him for us. Wherefore all comes 


to us in a way of Juſtice and righ- 
teouſneſs. Hence we are ſaid to 
obtain faith through the righteouf- 
neſs of God; that is thorough the 


Juſtice of God, and of Jeſus our 


Lord. Mark, here 1s the jultice 
of God, and the juſtice ot Jeſus 
our hrs: and we have our faith 
from the juſtice of God, becauſe 
ot the lighteouſueſs of Jeſus our 


SAS Rm _ © Dot 


6 

Lord: that is, Jeſus anſwered 

with works of juſtice the demands 

ol juſtice: and therefore in a way 

ol juſtice, grace reigns and comes 
to us like a river, as is ſignifigd, 


7 

d for that it is ſaid to come to us 

: out of the throne. 

$ Again, grace is ſaid to reigu oom ß. 
thro" righteouſneſs unto eternal life, 20. 

d Thoro' what righteouſneſs ? the 

2 Þ righteouſneſs or juſtice of God 


i | by y Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. By Jcſus 
Chriſt, or tor his ſake. F. or his 
fake, as I ſaid, we are forgiven, 
and for his fake have all things 
pertaining to life and codlineſs. 
Which all things, come to us, 
thro', or down the ſtream of this 
river in a way of juſtice, and 
therefore it is ſaid to come from 
the throne. 

Eighthly, this throne, is the 
ſeat of grace and mercy: and 
therefore it is called the mercy- 
ſeat, and throne of grace, This 
throne turns all into grace, all 
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2 Sam. 21. 
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* 
into mercy! This throne makes 
all things work together for good. 
It is ſaid of Saul's ſons, they were 
not buried, after they were hang- 
ed, until water dropped upon them 
out of heaven. And it may be 
ſaid of us, there is nothing ſuf- 
fered to come near us, until it is 
waſhed in that water that pro- 


coeds from rhe throne of grace, 


Pſal, 110 
67 71. 
x Cor 3 
2. 
Revel. 3 
19. 
Hed. 12. 


5, 6, 7. 


Hence afflictions flow from grace, 
perſecutions flow from grace, 
poverty, ſickneſs, yca death itſelf 
is now made ours by the grace 
of God through Chtiſt. O grace! 
O happy church of God! All 
things that happen to thee are 
for Chriſt's ſake turned into grace. 


They talk of the philoſopers 


ſtone, and how, if one had it? 
it would turn all things into gold. 
Oh! bur can it turn all things: 
into grace? can it make all things 
work together for good? No, no, 
this quality, virtue, excellency, 
what ſhall I call it, nothing has 


( 33 ] 

in it, but the grace that reigns on 
the throne of grace; the river chat 
proceeds from the throneof God. 
This, this turns majeſty, authori- 
ty, the higheſt authority, glory, 
wiſdom, faithfulneſs, juſtice and 
all into grace. Here's a throne! 
God let us ſee it. John had the 
honour to fee it, and to fee the 
ſtreams proceeding from it. O 
{weet fight! O heart raviſhing 
ſight! He ſhewed me a pure riger 
of water of life, proceeding out of 
the throne of God. 

Indeed, as was hinted before, 
in the days of the reign of Auti- 
chriſt there are not thoſe viſions 
of this throne, nor of the river 
that proccedeth therefrom ; now 
he holdeth back the face of his 
throne; and ſpreadeth a cloud 
upon it, but the perſerving, ſav- 
ing benefits thereof we have, as 
alſo have all the ſants in the moſt 
cloudy and dark day. And ſince 
we can ſce fo little we muſt be- 

8 


2 Cor. Zo 
18. 


N 
lieve the more; and by believing 
give glory to God. We mult allo 
labour for more clear ſcripture- 
knowledge of this throne ; for 
the holy word of God is the 
perſpective-glaſs, by which we 
may, and the magnifying-glaſs 
that will cauſe us to behold with 
open face the glory of this Lord, 

But methinks ] have yet faid 
nothing of this throne, which is 
indeed none other but the ſpot- 
leſs, and glorified humanity of the 
{on of God. This throne is the 
Lord Jeſus, this grace comes 
from the divine Majeſty as dwel- 
ling bodily in the Lord Jeſus. 
Wherefore let us fall down be- 
fore the throne, and caſt our 
crowns at the foot of the throne, 
and give thanks to him that fits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb 
for ever and ever. | 

O how ſhould Jeſus be eſteem- 
ed of! the throne of the king is 
a royal ſeat. Tis ſaid of Solo 


1 
uu's, there was not its like in!; kiag. 
ANY kingdom; but of thys it 10, 20. 
may be ſaid, there is not its like 
in heaven and earth. At the ſet- 


ting up of 7475 throne the angels deecl. 4. 
I flocked round about it, and the; 5,7, f. 
I bcaſts and the elders gathered to- 


] gether to ſee it. When this throne 
. was ſet in heaven, there was ſi- 
| | lence, all the heavenly hoſt had 
; no leiſure to talk, they were ſur- 
* piizod with fight and wonder. 
When this throne was ſet in hea- 
ven, what talk there was, it was 
as the muſic of the trumpet. 

And behold, ſays John, a door 
was open in heaven; and the firſt 
voice that I heard was as it were 
of a' trumpet talking With me, 
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2, which ſaid, come up hither, and J 
8 will ſhew thee things which muſt 


b be hereafter. And immediately 

1 was in the ſpirit, and behold A 
* THRONE WAS SET IN 
18 HEAVEN, and one ſat upon the 


4 throne, 
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This throne was Jeſus Chriſt 
exalted, SET, that is, lifted up, 
not as upon the croſs, to the con- 
tempt and ſcorn of his perſon; 
but as I faid, to the wonderment 
of the four beaſts, and the elders, 
and all the angels in heaven. A 
throne was ſet in heaven, and one 
fat on the throne; that is God, 
And this intimates his deſirable 
reſt, and for ever: for to ſit, is to 
reſt, and Chriſt is his reſt for e- 
ver. Was it not therefore well 
worth the ſeeing! yea, if Fohy 
had taken the pains to go up thi- 
ther upon his hands and knees; 
I fay, to ſee the Lord Jeſus as a 
throne, ſet in heaven, and the 
glory of God reſting and abiding 
upon him, and giving out by him 
all things, not only his word but 
all his diſpenſations and provt- 
dences to the end of the world; 
and this bleſſed thing among the 


reſt even a pure river of water of 


life, clear as c1 I" 


1 

But I leave this, and proceed 
to the fourth and laſt thing; name- 
ly, to the nature and quality of 


this water. U is ſaid to be pure, 


and clear, pure and clear as cryſtal; 
and he ſhewed me a pure river of 
water of life, clear as cryſtal. 1 
know that there is a two fold 
quality in a thing, one with reſ- 
pect to its nature, the other with 
reſpect to its operation. The firſt 
ot theſe is inherent and remain- 
eth in the ſubject being as ſuch 
and fo, for the moſt part uſeleſs, 
The other is put forth then when 
it mecteth with fit matteronwhich 
it may freely work. As to inſtance, 
aqua vitæ, the very metaphore 
here made uſe of, hath a quali- 
ry inherent in it, but keep it ſtopt 
up in a bottle and then who will 
may faint notwithſtanding; but 
apply it, apply it fitly, and to 
ſuch as have need thereof, and 
then you may lee its quality by 
the operation. 'This water, or 
G 3 


1 
river of grace, is called, I ſay, The 
water of life, and lo conſequent- 
ly, has a moſt bleſſed inherent 
quality, but its operation is ſeen 
by its working, the which it doth 
only then, when 'tis adminiſtred, 
and received for thoſe ends for 
which it is adminiſtred. For then it 
revives where any life is, and gives 
lite where .it is not. And thus 
far in the general, have we ſpok- 
en to it already. We will there. 
fore in this place more particular- 


ly, tho' briefly, ſpeak a few words | 
unto it. Firſt then, this water of 


life is the very ground-wark of 
life in us, tho' not the ground- 
work of life for us. The ground” 
work of lite for us, is the paſſion 
and merits of Chriſt, this is that 
for the ſake of which grace is 
given unto us, as is intimated by 
the text: it proceeds from the 
throne of God, who is Chriſt, 
Chriſt then having obtained grace 
for us, muſt needs be precedent 


* Dr l 


G 
as to his merit, to that grace he 
hath SO obtained. Beſides tis 
clear that the ſpirit and grace 


comes from God through him: 


therefore as to the communica- 
tions of grace to us, it is the f. uit 
of his merit and purchaſe. But I 
ſay, in us, grace is the ground- 
work of life: for tho' we may be 
ſaid before to live virtually in A 
perſon of Chriſt before God ; 

we are dead in ourlelves, and 
muſt be, until the ſpirit be pour- 
ed upon us from on high; for 
the ſpirit is life, and its graces are 
lite, and when that is infuſed by 
God from the throne, then we 
live, and not till then. And hence 
it is called as before, living water, 
the water of life ſpringing up in 
us into cverlaſting life. The 
{pirit then, and graces of the ſpirit, 
which is the river here ſpoken of, 
is that, and that only, which can 
caule us to live; that being life 
to the ſoul, as the ſoul is life to 
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the body. All men therefore, 
as was faid before, (tho' elect, 
tho' purchaſe by the blood of 
Chriſt) are dead, and muſt be 
dead until the ſpirit of life from 
God and his throne ſhall enter 
into them; until they ſhall drink 
it in by vehement thirſt as the 
parched ground drinks in the 
rain. 

Now when this living water 
is received, it takes up its ſeat in 
the heart, whence it ſpreads it- 
ſelf to the wakening of all the 
powers of the ſoul. For asin the 
firſt creation the ſpirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters 
in order to the putting of that 
creature into that excellent faſhi- 
on and harmony which now we 
behold with our eyes; even ſo 
the new creation, to wit, the 
making of us new to God, is 


done by the overſpreading of the 


fame ſpirit alſo. For the ſpirit, 
as I may ſo fay, ſitteth and 


( 81 ) 

broodeth upon the powers of 
the ſoul, as the hen doth on 
cold eggs, till they wax warm and 
receive lite. The ſpirit then warm- 
eth us, and bringeth the dead and 
benumbed ſoul (for ſo tis be- 
fore converſion) to a godly 
ſenſe and underſtanding of ſtates, 
of ſtates both natural and ſpiri- 
tal: and this is the beginning of 
the work of the ſpirit by which 
the ſoul is made capable of un- 
derſtanding what God, and him- 
ſelf is. 

And fhis drinking in of the 


ſpirit, is rather as the ground 


drinks in rain, than as a rational 
foul does through ſenſe of the 
want thereof. 

The ſpirit alſo garniſheth the 


ſoul with ſuch things as are pro- 


per for it to the making of it live 
that lite that by the word of God 
is called for, | 

It implanteth light, ceper.tance, 
faith, love, deſires atter God, 


13. 


Gai 6.22 | 
2 Tim, 1. Which as a river of water of 


7. 


193 


hope, ſincerity, and what elſe is | 
neceſſary for the making the man 
2 Cor. 4. 2 ſaint: theſe things 1 ſay, are 


the fruits and effects this ſpirit, 


life proceedeth forth of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb. Hence 
the ſpiritiscalled the ſpirit of faith, 
the ſpirit of love, and the ſpirit 
of a ſound mind; for that the ſpi- 
rit is the root and original of al! 
theſe things by his operations 
in, and upon Ds: face of the ſoul, 

But again, as this living water, 
this ſpirit, and the grace thereof, 
doth thus; fo it alſo maintains 
theſe things once planted in the 
foul, by its continual waterings 
of them in the ſoul. Hence 


Wa. 27.1, he faith, I will water it every 


3. 


moment. Water I; his vine- 
yard the ſoul of the church, the 
graces of the church; and ſo the 
ſoul, and graces of every godly 
man. 

And becauſe it ſo happeneth, 


r Oh. lm ut A tae hea 


C8 3 


> | ſometimes, that ſome of "thoſe 

n Þ things wherewith the Holy Ghoſt 

e has beautified the the ſoul, may 

t, J languiſh to a being, if not quite ger, 3. 
dead, yet ready to die; therefore + 2,3. 
e he doth not only refreſh and 

e vater our ſouls, but renew the 

„ face thereof, by either quicken- 

it ing to life that which remains, 

i= er by ſupplying of us with that 

1 which is new, to our godly per- 

is ſeverance and everlaſting life. Tg Pfal. 65. 
l. thou watereſt the earth, and wa-“ 

r, A tereſt it; thou greatly enricheſt it 


f, I} with the river of Gad. 

18 For this muſt be remembred, 
e that as the herb that is planted, 
s Por ſeed ſown, needs watering 


be wich continual ſhowers of the 

mountains; ſo our graces implan- 

e- ted in us by the ſpirit of grace, 

je I muſt alſo be watered by the rain 

je of Heaven. Thou watereſt the ver. 10. 

ly ages thereof” abundantly, thou 
ſetteſt the furrqu theres, thou 

h, I akeſt it ſoft with ſhowers, thor 


( 84. ) 
bleſſe® the ſpringing thereof. 
Hence he ſays that our graces 
fhall grow. But how? I will be 
as th. dew unto Iſrael, he ſhall | 


grow as the lily, and caſt forth his | 


root as Lebanon. His branches | 


ſhall ſpread, and his beauty ſhall 


be as the olive-tree, and his ſmell | 


Hoſ. 14+ as Lebanon. They that dwell under 


5, G, 7. 


Iſa 58. 
11 
Jet 31. 
12. 


his ſhadow Pall return, they Heal 
revive as the corn, and grow as the 
vine, the ſcent rind ſhall beas 
the wine of Lebanon: or as he faith, 
in another place; The Lord aal 
guide thee continually, and ſatisfy | 
thy foul in droughts, and make fat 
thy bones : and thou ſhait be like a 
watcred garden, and like a ſpring 
of water whoſe waters fail nat. 
There is beſides this, another 
bleſſing that comes to us by this 
living water. and that is 5 bleſ⸗ 
ſing of communion. All the 
warmth that we have in our 
communion, it 1s the warmth of 


the ſpirit, When a company of 


(5 7 
Hints are gathered together in 
the name of Chriſt, to perform 
any ſpritiual exerciſe, and their 
fouls be edifled, warmed; and 
made glad therein, it is becauſe this 
water, this river of water of life, 
has in ſome of the ſtreams there- 
of, ran into that aſſembly. Then 
are Chriſtians like thoſe "hat drink 
wine in bowls, merry and glad; 
for that they have drank into the 
ſpirit, and had their fouls refreſh- 
ed with the ſweet gales, and ſtrong 
wine thereof. This is the feaſt 
that T/aiah ſpeaks of, wheh he 
faith, in this mountain ſhall the Iſa. 25. 6. 
Lord of hoſts make unto all people 


a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of 
wines on the lees, of fat things full 


of marrow, of wines on the lees 


well refined. This is called in a- 


nother place, the communion of the 2 Cor. 13. 
Holy Ghoſt. Now he warmeth “ 
ſpirits, uniteth ſpirits, enlighten- 
eth ſpirits, revives, cheriſheth, * 
quickeneth, ſtrengtheneth graces; 
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(86 ) 
renews aſſurances, brings old com- 
forts to mind, weakens luſts, im- 


boldeneth and raiſeth a ſpirit of 


faith, of love, of hope, of pray- 
er, and makes the word a bleſ- 


ſing, conference a bleſſing, me- 
ditation a bleffing, and duty ve- 


ry delightful to the ſoul. With- 
out this water of lite, communis 


on is weak, flat, cold, dead, fruit- 


leſs, lifeleſs; there is nothing een, 
felt, heard or underſtood in a 
ſpiritual and heart-quickening 
way. Now ordinances are burden- 
ſome, ſins ſtrong, faich weak, 
hearts hard; and the faces of our 
ſouls dry, like the 0 and parched 
ground. 

This drink * revives us when 
tempted, when ſick, when per- 
ſecuted, when in the dark, and 


when we faint for thirſt. The 


life of religion is this - water of 
life; where that runs, where that 
18 . and where things are 
done in this ſpirit, there all things 


gh 6 IE 


: are well: the church thirſty, the | - 
; ſoul thirſty, graces thirſty, and all = 
; is well. And this hint I thought 7. 
convenient to be given of thls br, 
N precious water of life, that is with a | 
I reference to the operative quali- if 
F ty of it. | | | 3 | 
4 ] ſhall come in the next place, 1 
4 to ſpeak of it, as to the other 1 
„ | deſcriptions which 70 doth give 'Y 
s us of it, | | 4 . = 
8 He ſays tis, I, Pure. 2. Clear. 1 
3. Clear to a compariſon. And he 1 
ſewed me a pure river of water 1'# 
r of life, clear as cryſtal. 7 
d Firſt, you read here, that this 1 
water of life is PURE, that is, 4; 
n alone without mixture, for fo 1 
1 ſometimes that word [PURE] 4 
d } is to be underſtood. As where p,,, 7. 
x it faith pure, pure oil olive; pure 20- chap. 
ok | frankincenſe pure gold; pure". WW 
at . 1 
blood of the grape, and the like: 11. 7. 
do then, when he faith, he ſhewed 4 32 Bl 
9 me a pure river of water of life, 5 i 
it is as if he had ſaid, he ſhewed + 
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me a river of water, that was all 
living, all life; and that had no- 
thing in it but life. There was 
no: death, or deadneſs, or flatneſs 
in it; or as he faith, a little after, 
and there ſhall be no more curſe, 
A pure river. There is not ſo 
much as a grudge, or a piece of 
an upbraiding ſpeech found there- 
in. There is in it nothing, 
but heart, nothing but love, no- 
thing but grace, nothing but life. 
Rom 21. The gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance. 
Secondly, - [ Pure] is 8 
times ſet in oppoſition, to ſhew 
or appearance: as where he ſays, 
Job. 25.5. the ſtars are not pure, that is, not 
fo without mixture of darknels, 
- as they ſeem to be: fo again if | 
chap.9.5. thou waſt pure and upright, that 
is, as thou ſeemeſt to be, or as 
thou wouldeſt have us believe 
thou art. 
Now take [pre] in this ſenſe 
here, and then the meaning is, tis 


r 


Lo | 
grace without deceit, without 
guile; - Its ſhew, and its ſubſtance 
is the fame; it has nothing but 
ſubſtance in it; it is indeed what 
it ſeems to be in bulk ;*'tis a river 
in ſhew, and a river indeed. It 
comes from God and from his 
throne in appearance, and really 
it comes from his very heart. 

The great fear of the tempt- 
ed is, that there is not ſo much 
grace in God, and that he is not 
ſo free of it, as ſome ſcriptures 
ſeem to import. But this word 
PURE, is levelled againſt ſuch 
objections and objectors, for the 
deſtroying of their doubts, and 
the relieving of their ſouls. There 


is no fraud, nor guile, nor fable 


in the buſineſs; for tho' God is 


pleaſed to preſent us with his 
grace, under the notion of a ri- 
ver, it is not to delude our fan- 
cies thereby; but to give us ſome. 
ſmall illuſtration of the exceed- 
ing riches of his grace, which as 
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Mich. 6. 


1 
far for quantity out- ſtrips the 
biggeſt rivers as the moſt mighty 
mountain doth the leaſt ant's egg, 
or atom in the world. 
Thirdly, but again this word 
[pure] is ſet in oppoſition to that 
which is hurtful and deſtructive. 
I am pure from the blood of all 
men: that is, I have hurt no body, 
w_ 20. The wiſdom that is from above 
Jam. 3. is firſt pure, tis not hurtful. Do 
you count them pure with the 
11. wicked balances! how can that 
be, ſince they are hurtful? 
Now take [pure] in this ſenſe 
here, and then it intimates that 


the grace of God, and the doc- 


trine of_ grace, is not a hurtful 


Foheſ. 5. thing. It is not as wine of an 


Jos intoxicating nature. If a man be 


filled with it, 'twill do him no 
harm. The beſt of the things that 
aæäkare of this world are ſome way 
Prov. 25. hurtful. Honey is hurtful, wine 


16. 17. 


Chap, is burtful, ſilver and gold are 
AF hurtful; but grace is not hurtful, 
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Never did man yet catch harm by; Tim. 6. 

the enjoyment and fulneſs of the 10. 

orace of God, There is no fear 

of exceſs, or of ſurfeiting here. 

Grace makes no man proud, no 

man wanton, no man haughty, 

no man careleſs, or negligent as to 
his duty that is incum bent upon 
I him, either from God or man: 
Ino, grace keeps a man low in his 
own eyes, humble, ſelf-denying, 
penitent, watchful, ſavory in good 
things, charitable; and makes 
him kindly affectionated to the 
brethren, pitiful and courteous 
to all men. 
True, there are men in the 
world that abuſe the grace of 
God, as ſome are ſaid to turn it jud. ,. 
into wantonneſs, and into laſcivi- 
one. But this is, not becauſe 
grace has any ſuch tendency, or 
tor that it worketh any ſuch ef- 
fect; but becauſe. ſuch men are 
themſelves empty of grace, and 
have only done, as death and 
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Hell hath done, with wiſdom, 


heard the fame thereof with their 
ears. Tis a dangerous thing for 


2 man to have the notions of 


grace While his heart is void of 
the ſpirit and holy principles of 


grace ; for ſuch a man can do no 


other than. abuſe the grace of 


God. Alas, what can be expec- 
ted of him that has nothing in 
him to teach him to manage that 
knowledge of grace which he 
has, but his fleſh, bis luſts, and 
luſtful paſſions? can theſe teach 
him to manage his knowledge 
well? will they not rather put 
him upon all tricks, evaſions, ir- 
religious conſequences and con- 


cluſions, ſuch as will ſerve to 


cheriſh ſin? what Judas did with 
Chriſt, that a graceleſs man will 
do with grace, even make it a 
ſtalking horſe to his fleſhly and 
vile deſigns; and rather rf fail 
betray both! it and the profeſſion 


5 G 
of it, to the greateſt enemies it 
has in the world. 

And here J may ſay, tho grace 
is pure, and not hurtful at all; 
yet one altogether carnal, fi oful, 
and graceleſs, having to do with 
the doctrine of it, by the force 
of HIS luſts which tamper with 
it, he will unavoidably bring him- 
ſelf into the higheſt ruins there- 
by. An unwary man may de- 
r | firoy himſelf by the beſt of 
F things, not becauſe there is in 
AY ſuch things, an aptneſs to deſtroy; 

but becauſe of the abuſe and 
” | miſuſe of them. Some know the 2 Fei. 22. 
t way of Life, the water of life, 
by knowledge that is naked ard 
ſpeculative only ; and it had been 
better for ſuch if they had not 
known, than to know and turn 
from what they know; than to 
l know anal make that knowledge 
ſubſervient to their luſts. Some 
receive the rain of God} and the 


droppings of his clouds, becauſe 


Heb. 6. 
7, 8. 


Rom. 14. 
20. 


31. 


Gen. 1. 


( 94 ) 
they continually ſit under the 
means of his grace. But alas! 


they receive it as {tones receive 


| ſhowers, or as dunghills receive 


the rain: they either abide as 
hard ſtones ſtill, or elſe return 
nothing to Heaven for his merch, 
butas the dung hills do, a com- 


| pany of ſtinking fumes. Theſe 


are they that drink in the rain | 


that comes often upon them, and 


that inſtead of bringing forth 


herbs meet for the dreſſer, bring 
forth briars and thorns : and theſe 
are they who are nigh unto 
curſing whoſe end is to be 
burned. 

Fourthly, by this word [pure] 
I underſtand ſometimes the chief- 
eſt good, the higheſt good. There 
are many things that may be 
called good, but none of them 
are good as grace is good, All 
things indeed are pure, that is, 
all creatures in themſclves are 
good and ſerviceable to man, but 
they are not ſo good as grace. 


n 

There is a generation that are pro. 30. 

ure, that are good in their own 12. 

eyes. There are good men, good 

conſciences, good works, good 

days, good angels, Oc. but none 

ſo good as grace, for tis grace 

that has made them ſo. Grace 

J this water of life, therefore is 

good. /uperlutively good, good in 
the higheſt degree; for that it 

makes all things good : and pre- 

ſerveth them good. And what- ' 

ever it be that this water of life 

waſherth not, tis evil and given to 

the curſe, as the prophet inti- 

mates where he ſaith, but the Ezek. 48. 

miry places thereof, and the mar- + 

[hes thereof, ſhall not be healed, 

| they ſhall be given to ſalt. 

But who anderſtands this, who 
believes it? its goodneſs is kept 
cloſe from the towls of the air. 
Men, moſt men are ignorant of 
the goodneſs of it, nor do they 

care to enquire after the enjoy- 
ment of this pure, this good water 


* 
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of life. The reaſon is, becauſe 
tho' it is good in itſelf, good in 
the higheſt degree, and that 
which makes all things good; 

yet it is not ſuch à good as is 
ſuited to a carnal appetite. There 
is good; and there is ſuitable good: 
now ſuitable good is of two forts; 
either ſuch as is ſpritual, or ſuch 
as is temporal. That which is 
ſpiritual, is deſired only of them 
that are ſpiritual; for temporal 
good will ſatisfy a carnal mind. 

Now grace is a ſpiritual good; 

this river of grace, is the good. 
neſs of ſpritual good. Tis the o- 
riginal life of all the grace in our 
ſouls: no marvel then, if it beſo 
little ſet by thoſe that are carnal- 
ly minded. Hay will ſerve a horſe 
and mire will ſerve a ſow; fo 
things of this life ſuit beſt with 
the men of this world, for their 
appetite is groſs and carnal, and 
they ſavour not the things that 


ve of the ſpirit of God. The na- 
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1 
tural man receiveth not the things 


that be of the ſpirit of God; (the 
things that be of this river of God) 


for they are fooliſhneſs unto him: | 


| can he know them, becduſe 1 Cor. 2. 
hey are ſpiritually diſcerned. * 

is * river of oyl which the pro- 

phet ſpeaks of, the river of /pirit. 

Were it a river of gold and ſil- 

ver, there would be old fiſhing on 


the banks thereof. But it is a ris Ezck. 32. 


ver that runs like oyl, faith the 4. 
Lord God. This rock puts us otit Job. 29. 
rivers of oyl, freſh oyl, ſoft OW, 5 
faveet oyl, the oyl of joy, the oyl 10 

of gladneſs, oyl to anoint the Pal, 55. 


head withal, oyl to make the face Ie. 6r EN 


to ſhine, oyl by which thou wilt l. 45. 


be made able to honout | both gef. 9. 


God and man in ſome good mea- 8. 
ſure as becomes thee. 


J might have enlarged upon]. Jodg. 9. 


this head, and have ſhewed you!! 


many more particulars 5 
this term of [pure] might ſerve 


for the better ſetting forth of the 


I ; 
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C8 
excellency of this water of life, 
but I ſhall proceed no further 
upon this, but will come to that 
which remains. 

_ Secondly, as this. river 'of wa- 
ter of life, is ſaid to be pure, fo 


tis ſaid to be [clears] He ſbewed 


me a pure river of water of life, 
clear. This term has alſo its par- 


ticular -ſignification, and there- 
fore ought to be heeded. _ 

. Clear] is ſet in oppoſition 
to dar-, therefore ſome are ſaid 
to be clear as the fan. And again 
. the light ſhall not be clear nor dark, 
In both theſe places [clear] is to 
be taken for light, day. light, ſun- 
light; for indeed it is never day, 


nor ſun ſhine with the ſoul, un- 
til the ſtreams of this river of 
water of life come gliding to our 
doors, into our houſes, into our 


hearts. Hence the beginning of 
converſion is called illumination: 
yea, the coming of this river of 


water of life unto us is called the 


by 
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The ſtreams of this grace were 


6991 
dayſpring from one high, thro“ geb. 10. 
the tender mercy of our God. 32. 
'Tis alſo called the dawning of the . 1. 
day. And hence again, theſe men 78. 
unto whom this river of water 
of life comes not, are faid to be 2 Pet. 1. 
dark,' darkneſs. Ye were ſometimes Ebel. Re, 
darkneſs, but now are yet light in 8. 
the Lord, Wherefore this water. 
is like Jonathan's honey, it hath a+ gam. 14. 
faculty to open the eyes, to make 27. 
them that fit in darkneſs /ee a val. 4. 
great light. The light of the know- 16. 
ledge of the'glory of God in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt. God who 2 Cor. 4. 
commanaed the light to ſhine out of * 
darknefs, hath ſhined in our hearts 
to give the light (the ſpirit that 
enlighteneth and giveth the light) 
of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
This river caſteth beams where 
it goes, like the beams of the ſun; 
it ſhines, it caſts out rays of glo- 
ry unto thoſe that drink thereof. 
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they that overtook Saul when he 
was going to Damaſcus, they 
3 werethe waters of this flood that 
compaſſed him round about, And 
x if you will believe him, he faith 
this light from Heaven was a great 
I. , light, a light above the brightneſs 
of the ſun, a light that did by the 
glory of it, make dark to him all 

the things in the world, 
2, [Clear] is ſet in oppoſition 
to that which is not pleaſing. For 
to be [clear] is to be pleaſant, 
Exo. ). Hence tis faid truly, the light it is 
19. 20. ſveet, and a pleaſant thing it is 
for the eyes to behold the clear ſun. 
2 King. 3. I have read of riversthat looked red 


22, 23. as blood, that ſtank like the blood 
of a dead man: but this is no 

ſuch river. I have heard of rivers 

. whoſe ſtreams are like ſtreams of 


0%  brimſtone, fiery ſtreams, ſtreams of 


Dan. 7. 7 burning pitch : but this is none of 
10. , them. There is a river beſides all 


Pal. 36. theſe, clear and pleaſant, the ſtreams 


4 whereof ſhall make glad the city of 
TO. | | 
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Theſe are the waters that the 
doves love to ſit by, becauſe by 


the clearneſs of theſe ſtreams they 


can ſee their pretty ſelves as in a Song. 5. 


glaſs. 24 i 

Theſe be the ſtreams where 
doves waſh their eyes, and by 
which they ſolace themſelves; and 
take great content. Theſe ſtreams 
are inſtead (as I ſaid) of a looking 
claſs; their clearneſs preſents us 
with an opportunity of ſeeing 
our own features. As in fair wa- 
ters, a man may ſee the body of 
the /n, and of the Moon, — of 
the ſtars, and the very body of 
heaven; to he that ſtands upon 


the bank of this river, and that 


hehe ary his eyes with this water, 
y ſee the Son of God, the ſtars 


| of God, the glory of God, and the 


habitation that God has prepared 


for his people. And are not theſe 

pleaſant ſights? is not this excel- 

lent water? has not this river 
pleaſant ſtreams? 


L's 


Ezek. 34. 
18, 19. 
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3. [Clear] is ſet in oppoſition 
to dirty water and muddineſc. I 
read of ſome waters that are foul- 
ed with the feet of beaſts, and 
with the feet of men, yea, and 
deep waters too, Yea, ſaith God 


to ſome, ye have drunken of the 


deep waters, and have fouled the 
reſidue with your feet, and again, 
as for my flock they eat that which 


ye have trodden with your feet, and 


they drink that which ye have foul- 


ed with your feet. Theſe waters 


are doctrines contained in the 


text, muddied and dirtied by the 


falſe gloſſes and fluttiſh opinions 
of erroneous judgments; of which 
the poor ſheep, have been made 
to drink. And verily this is ap- 
parent enough, by the very co- 
lour and hue of thoſe poor fouls: 
for tho' the truth of God was in 
them, yet the very ſtain of tra- 
dition and ſuperſtition might be 
alſo ſeen in their ſcales, « For as 


the fiſh of the river receive, by 


( 103 ) 
being there, the changeable co- 
lours of the waters, fo profeſſors, 
what doctrines they hear and 
| drink, do look like that. If their 
I doctrines are muddy their notions 
I are muddy; if their doctrines are 
I bloody, their notions and tem- 
pers are bloody: but if their doc- 
trines are clear, ſo are their noti- 


ö ons, for their doctrine has given 
chem a clear underſtanding of 
. things. 


; Now here we have a river of 
: water of life, that is clear, clear 
Without dirt, and mud. Clear 
$ without the human inventions 
1 and muddy conceptions of un- 
- ſanctified, and uninſtructed judg- 
- ments; yea, here you have a ri- 
- ver the ſtreams whereof lie open 
: to all in the church, ſo that they 
n need not thoſe inſtruments of 
. conveyance that are foul, and 
e that uſe to make water ſtink if 
$ they receive it to bring it to them 
y that have need. 


( 104 ) 

4. By [clear] we ſometimes 
underſtand purgation; or that a 
thing has purged itſelf, or is purg- 
ed from thoſe ſoils, and imputa- 
tions of evil wherewith ſometimes 
Gen. 24. they have been charged. (Then 
+ . ſhall thou be clear from this thy 
16. oath, or how ſhall we clear our- 
ſelves) Something of this ſenſe 
may be in the text, for if men 
are not afraid to charge God with 
pſal. 5r. folly, which is intimated by (that 
+ - thou mighteſt be clear when thou 
art jidged,) will they, think you, 
be afraid to 1mpute evil to his 
word, and grace, and ſpirit ? no 
verily ; they are bold enough at 
this work. Nay, more than this, 
even from the foundation of the 
world, men have caſt ſlanders u- 
pon, and imputed baſe things un- 
to the bleſſed grace of the goſpel. 
But not to look fo far back, Paul 
was one of the pipes through 
which God conveyed: this grace 
to the world : and what was he 


(0 

counted for his ſo doing, but a 
peſtilent fellow, and a mover of ſe- 18s. 24. 

dition throughout the whole world? 5» 6. 

But behold no imputation can 

ſtick on the grace of God, not 

ſtick long, for that, like honey, 

will purge itſelf of what filth is 

put into it, and of all bad impu- 

rations of evil men. Springs and "of 
rivers are of a ſelf- purging quali- 

ty: now here we have to do 

with a river, a river of water of 

life: but a river more ſlandered 

then ever did Naaman the Syrian 
ſlander the waters of Vrael, in 

prefering thoſe of Abana and 

Pharpar, rivers of Damaſcus be- 2 Kings. 
 yond them. But behold, now 12. 
at laſt, when all the weld have 
| done what they can, and have 
| caſt what reproaches and ſlan- 

ders upon it they are able, 'tis a 
J river pure and clear. It has purg- 
: ed itſelf before kings, it has purg- 
- 
- 


ed itfelf before princes and judges, 
and all the Naamans in the world. 
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TGis ſtill a river, a river of water 
of life, a river of water of life, 
clear. 

5. By (clear) we foatheritlice 
underline purity manifeſt, or in- 
nocency and goodneſs made 
known. | In all things you have 
approved yourſelves to be clear in 
this matter. That is, you have 
made it appear, and ſtand upon 
your juſtification, and are willing 
to be ſearched and ſounded to 
the bottom by thoſe that have a 
deſire to 2 that work. 
So this river of water of life in 
the fountain, and in the ſtreams 
thereof, offer themſelves to the 
conſideration and conſcience of 
all men. To this end, how of- 
ten doth God, the head of this 
river, and he out of whoſe throne 
it proceeds, call upon men to 
challenge him if they can, with 
any evil or miſ- doing towards 
them, either by preſence or doc- 
trine; hence he fays? put me iu 
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remembrance, let us plead together, 
declare thou (if thou canſt) that 
thou mayeſt be juſtified (and I con- 
demned.) So again, what iniquity Jer. 2+ 5 
have your fathers found in me, that 
they, are gone far from me, and 
have walked after vanity and are 
become vain, So Chriſt, which of 
ou convinceth me of fin. And if d 40. 
I have [poke evil, bear witneſs of | mY 18. 
the evil. So Paul, we have re- Ola 4. 
nounced the hidden things of dif- 7 
honeſty. not walking in craftineſs, 
not handling the word of God de- 
ceitfully ; but by manifeſtation of 
the truth, commenaing ourſelves to 
every man's conſcience in the ſight 
of God. All theſe ſentences are 
chiefly to be applied to doctrine, 
and ſo are, as it were, an offer to 
aby, if they can, to find a ſpeck 
or a ſpot, or 2 wrinkle, or any 
ſuch thing in this river of water 
of life. 

Some men fly from it, as from 
a bear : and ſome are afraid to 


10 

drink of it for fear it ſhould be 
poiſon unto them. Some again, 
dare not take it, cauſe tis not mix- 
ed, and as they, poor ſouls, ima- 
gine, qualified, and made tooth- 
ſome by a little of that which is 
called the wiſdom of bis world. 
Thus one ſhucks. another ſhrinks, 
and another will none of God. 
Mean while, whoſo ſhall pleaſe 
to look into this river, ſhall find 
it harmleſs and clear. Yea, of- 
fering itſe lf to the conſciences of 
all men to make trial, if it be not 
the only chief good, the only 
neceſſary waters, the only profi- 
table for the health of the ſoul, 
of all the things that are in the 
world, and as clear of miſchief, 
as is the 3 of ſpots. 

Thirdly, As John ſaw this ri- 


ver Pure Hy clear, lo he ſaw it | 


clear to a compariſon. Clear, to 
the beſt of compariſons, clear as 
cryſtal.Cryſtal is a very clear ſtone, 
as clear as the clcareſt glaſs, if not 


\- 


0. 
clearer; one may ſee far into it, 
yea through i it, tis without thoſe 


ſpots, and ſtreaks and ſmirches 


that are in other precious ſtones. 
Wherefore when he faith, that 
this river is clear as cryſtal : 1 it is 
as if God ſhould ſay, Look ſin- 
ners, look to the bottom of theſe 
my cry/tal ſtreams. I have heard 
of ſome ſeas, that are fo pure and 
clear, that a man may ſee to the 
bottom tho” they may be forty 
foot deep. I know this river of 
water of life, is a deep river: but 
tho” it is faid to be deep, it is not 
ſaid we can ſee no bottom. In- 
deed as to the wideneſs of it, it 
is ſaid to be ſuch as that it can- 
not be paſſed over; but I ſay, it 
is no where ſaid that we cannot 
ſee to the bottom: nay the com- 
pariſon implies, that a man with 
good eyes may lee to the bottom. 
Tis clear, as clear as cryſtal. So 
then we will a little look down 
to the bottom, and ſee thorough 


Pr 


- 
\ 5 
. —— 
n p — 
** — — 
N 4 — 
. - m_— 


ES 


— 


_ 


* 
TD 
* * 
- . 
+ 7 ; 


_ 2 
„ „ „ pI" . 
n ap” 7 * 
* —— n * 
a» 2» — x „ — 
- ——__ 2 


I Os 


0 110 ) 


theſe cryſtal ſtreams,” what's at 
the bottom of all. 


. irg, then, the-bowom of AH 
Jch. 5. 34. is, that wwe might be ſaved. Theſe 


things, J Jay. faith CB riſt, that ou 


chap. 10. mig 1 be ſaved ; and again, I am 
come that ye might have life, and 


that you might have it more abun- 
dantly. This is the bottom of 
this great river of water of life, 
and of its proceeding from the 
throne of God and of the gg 

it is that we might be ſaved: i 

is that we might live. What a a 
good bottom is here! what a 
ſound bottom is here! but few 
deep rivers have a good bottom. 
Mud is at the bottom of moſt 
waters in the world, even the ſez 


itſelf when it worketh, caſts u 


mire and dirt, and ſo do the hearts 


of ſinners: but the bottom of 
this grace of God, and of the 
ſpirit, and word thereof, is that 


we might be ſaved, conſequently 
a ey "good bottom. 
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t Secondly, as the bottom of all 

J is, that we may. be ſaved; ſo that 
ve may be ſaved by grace, and 
this is the bottom ſounder and 


+ | founder, Our falvation might 
have been laid upon a more dif- 
cult bottom̃ than this. It might 
I have beca laid on our works. 
Cod might have laid it there, and 
„I have been juſt, or he might have 
I lett us to have laid it where we 
: vould, and then to be ſure we 
t had laid it there, and ſo had made 
I but a muddy bottom to have gone 
| FT upon to lite. But now, this river 
for water of lite, it has a better 
bottom; (the water of life, is as n. . 
clear as cryſtal, look down to the 4. 
I bottom and ſee) we are juſtified 
" F frecly by his grace. By grace gpheſ. 2. 
I sre he /aved; there is the bottom. 5. 8. 
Now grace, as I have ſhewed you, 
is a firm bottom to ſtand on, tis 
of grace that lite might be ſure. 
Surely Dau d was not here, or gon, 4. 
ſurely this was not the river that 16. 
K 2 
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That. 69. he ſpake of, when he ſaid, 7 fi uh 


. 


Joſh. 2. 
17. 


in deep waters where TIRE 1s 10 


ſtanding, J am come into deep wwa- 


ters where the floods over-flow | 
me; deliver me out of the mire, | 
and let me not fink, I ſay, to be 
ſure this could not be the river: | 
no, David had now ſtraggled out | 


of the way, and was tumbled in- 


to ſome pit, or into ſome muddy 


and dirty hole; but as for ahi 
river, it has a good bottom: 4 
bottom of ſalvation by grace, and 
a man needs not cry out when | 
he is here, that he ſinks, or that 
he is in danger of being drowns | 


ed in mud or mire. 


Thirdly. the bottom of all is, 
as I faid, that we might be ſaved, 
faved by grace, and I will add, 


through the redemption that is in 


Chriſt. This is ftill better and 
better, We read that when T/raet 
came over Jordan, the feet of the 
prieſts that did bear the ark, ſtood 
on firm ground in the bottom, 


898 


and that they ſet up great ſtones 


for a memorial thereof. But had chap. 3.1, 
Jordan lo good a bottom, as has > 3 


this moſt bleſſed river of water 
of life, or were the ſtones that 
1/rael took out thence, like this 
tried (tone, this ſure foundation? 


O the throne! this river comes Iſa. 28 


out of the throne, and we are 
ſaved by grace through the re- 


demption that is in him. We arcs 


read that there is a city that has 
foundations, grace is One, C hrilt 
another, and the truth of all rhe 
prophets and apoſtles, as to their 


true doctrine, another, Oc. and Epbeſ. 2. 
again, all theſe are the very bot- 19. 20. 


tom of this goodly river of the 
watcroof lite. — 

Fourthly; there is another thing 
to be ſeen at the bottom of this 
holy river, and that is, the glory 
of God; we are ſaved, ſaved by 
grace, ſaved by grace through the 
recemption that is in Chrilt, to 
the praiſe and glory of God. And 
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what a good bottom is here, 
Grace will not fail, Chriſt has 
been ſufficiently tried, and God 
will not loſe his glory; therefore 
they that drink of this river ſhall 
doubtleſs be ſaved, to wit, they 


that drink of it, with a ſpiritual 
appetite to it: and thus much for 


the explication of the text. 

I now come to make ſome uſe 
of the whole. 

You know our diſcourſe has 


been at this time of the water of | 


life, of its quantity, head ſpring 
and quality: and I have ſhewed 
you that its nature is excellent, 


its quantity abundant, its head- 
ſpring glorious, and its quality 


ſingularly good. 

Firſt, let this then in the firſt 
place, be a provocation to us to 
be more free in making uſe of 
this water. There are many now 
a-days, that are for inventing of 
waters, to drink for the health 


of the body; and to allure thoſe 
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number: it never falls, but where 


„ 
that are ill, to buy, they will 
praiſe their waters beyond their 
worth. Vea, and if they be help- 
ful to one perſon in a hundred, 
they make as if they could cure 
every one. Well here you have 
the great phyſician himſelf with 
his water, and he calls it the wa- 
ter of lite, water of life for the 
{oul; this water 1s probatum eſt. 
It has becn proved times withont 


tis not taken. No diſeaſe comes 45. 26. 
amiſs to it, it cures blindneſs, 18. 
deadneſs, deafneſs, dumbneſs. It g. 5. 4. 
makes the lips of them that are a- 5” 
lee to ſpeak: This is the right song. 3. 
holy water (all other is counter-9. 

feit) it will drive away devils and 
ſpirits, twill cure inchantments, Gy, 3 x, 
and witchcrafts, it will heal the 2, 3. 
mad and lunatick: it will cure the 3 


moſt deſperate melancholy, it will Ezek. 36. 


| 

j 

diſſolve doubts, and miſtruſts, tho 20% f 6. | 
£ 


«i 


they are grown as hard as ſtone Ezck. 36, 
in the heart: It will make you ?5: 


(Ene: 


ſptak well it will make you have 
a white. foul, and that is better 
than to have a 2vh1te ſkin. It will 
make you taſte well, it will make 
you diſreiiſh all hurtful meats; it 
Ifa. 30 will beget in you a good appetite 
8 to that which is good; 'twill re- 
move obſtructions in the ſtomach 
and liver: it will cauſe that what 
you receive of God's bread, ſhall 
turn to noutiſhment, and make 
good blood. In a word, it preſerv- 
eth life: they that take this water 
ſhall live longer than did old Me- 
Gen, 5, thuſalem; and yet he lived a great 
27. While. 
Wherefore let me continue 
my exhortation to you, be more 
| Marth. 20 free in making uſe of this water, 
pi tho w holeſomeſt water in 
| tne world, you may take it; you 
Eecle 11. may take it at the third, ſixth, 
4.2, 34 ninth, or eleventh hour, but to 
take it at the morning of your 
age is beſt, for then diſeaſes have 
not got ſo great a head as when 


C 

they are of long continuance; 
conſequently they will be remov- 
ed with far more caſe: beſides, 
thoſe that thus do, will receive 
endleſs life and the comfort of it 
betimes; and that you know is a 
double life to one. 

This water gently purges; and 
yet more effectually than any o- 
thers. TT rue, where bad humours 
are more tough and churliſh, it 
will ſhew itſelt ſtronger of opera- 
tion, for there is no diſeaſe can 
be too hard for it. It will, as we 
ſlay, throw the houſe out of the 
windows, and will rid us of the 
plague of thoſe moſt deadly in- 
fections that otherwiſe will be 
ſure to make us ſleep in death, 
and bring us with the multitude 
down to hell. But 'twill do us 
no hurt, it only breaks our ſleep 
in ſecurity, and brings us to a 
more quick apprehenſion of the 
plague of our heart and fleſh. It 
will as I faid betore, provoke to 
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appetite, but make us only long 
aner that which is wholeſome. 
(It any aſk why J thus allego- 
ze, 1 anſwer, the text doth lead 
me to it.) 5 
Secondly, I adviſe therefore in 
the next place that thou get thee 
A dwelling place by theſe watcrs, 
Deut. 32. the beloved of the . ſhall d ili 
32 in ſafety by him, and the Lord ſnal!k- 
cover him all the day lang. If thou 
aſk, where that dwelling is? JIan- 4 
ſwer, in the city of God, in and 
among the tabernacles of the moſt | 
high. This river comes from the 
f throne, to water the city of God: 
Rer. 22, and to that end it is ſaid to un inthe 
2. midſt of the ſtreet of it. If ye will 
: enquire, enquire, return, come. 
| The ſeed allo of his ſervants ſhall 
| Pal. 69. inherit it, and they that love his 
N 34.35, 6. name ſhall dwell therein. Get thee 
; a dwelling in TJera/alem, in the 
N midſt of  7-ru/alem, and then 
thou will be ſeated by this river. | 
In old wines the ancients had 
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their habitations by the rivers; 
yea, we read of4roer that ſtood joſh, 13. 
upon the brink of the river Ar-. 
non. Balaum alſo had his dwel- 
ling in his city Pethor, by the ri- 
ver of the land of' the children of 
hrs people. Oh, by a river fide, is 
the pleaſanteſt dwelling in the 
world, and of all rivers, the river 
of the water of life is the beſt. 
They that dwell there, ſhall not 1f. 49. 
hunger nor thirfl neither ſhail the . : 
heat or ſun ſmite them, fur he that jer. 17. 8. 
hath mercy en them ſhall lead them, 
even by the ſprings of water ſhall 
he guide them. Trees planted by 
the rivers, and that ſpread our 
their roots, they bring forth 
their fruit in their ſeaſon. And 
the promiſe is that men that take 
up their dwellings by this river 
of water of life, ſhall be fruitful 
as ſuch trees. | 

If thou be'ſt a chriſtian, thou 
haft more than an ordinary call 
and occaſton to abide by theſe 


Jer. 31. 
12. 


Iſa. 21. 
1, 2, 3 
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waters, thy things will not grow 
but by theſe waters. Weeds, and 


the excellencies of moſt men, we 
may find in the barren wilder— 
neſs, they grow under every, 
hedge : but thine are garden, and 
jo choice things, and will not 
thrive -without much water of 
Gods river; dwell therefore here 
that thy ſoul may be as a water- 
ed garden. And when thou ſee— 
eth how thoſe that are loth to 


die, make proviſion at Tunbridge, 


Epſom, the Bath and other places, 


and what houſes they get that 


they may have their dwellings by 
thoſe waters, then do thou con- 
ſider of thy ſpiritual diſeaſe, and 
how nothing can cure thee but 
this bleſſed water of life; be alſo 
much of deſires to have a dwel- 
ling place in Jeru/a/em that thou 
mayeſt always be nigh to theſe 
waters. Be often alſo in water- 
ing thy plants with theſe waters. 


1 mean, the bleſſed graces of 
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God in thy ſoul, then ſhalt thou 

grow and retain thy greenneſs, 

and prove thyſelf to be a diſciple 
indeed. And herein is God, and ſob. 15 

thy Father glorified that thou © 

bear much fruit. | 

Phirdly, my third word is, 

bleſs God for providing for man 

ſuch waters. Theſe only can 

make us live; all others come out 

of the dead /ea, and do kill: there 

is no living water but this. ] ſay, 

ſhew thy acceptation of it with 

thankſgiving; if we are not to | 

receive our bread and cheeſe, but | 

with- thankſgiving, how ſhould 

we bleſs God for this unſpeakable 2 Cor. 9. 
gift. This is ſoul life, life againſt *4 155 | 
| 


ſin, life /rom fin; life againſt the 
| curſe, life from the curſe ; life be- 
: yond hell; beyond deſert, life be- 
; zond thought, beyond deſires, Life 
that's pleaſing ; life, that'sprofita- | 
ble, life everlaſting. Oh my breth- 
ren! bleſs God! who doth good, 


i and gives us ſuch rain, filling our 


„ 
hearts with food, and gladneſs, 
When Moſes would take the 

heart of 1/rael, and took in hand 

to raiſe up their ſpirits to thank- 
fulneſs, he uſed to tell them that 

the land that they were to go to, 

was a land that God cared for, 

and that was watered with the 

Deut. 8. dew of Heaven. Yea, a land of 
4 Ty brooks of water, of fountains and 
chap. 13. deeps that ſpring out of the valleys 
* and hills ; a land that flowed with 


- mull and honey, which is the glory 


__— of all lands. But yet in his deſcrip- 

; tion he makes no mention of a 
river of water of life: a river the 
ſtreams whereof make glad the 
city of God. 

This fiver is the running out 
of God's heart, the letting out 
of his very bowels, for God is 
the living God. This is his heart 

Jer. 22. and ſoul. Yea, T will rejoice over 
* them to do them good, and I will 
plant them in this land aſſuredly, 
with my whole heart, and with my 


whole ſoul, I ſay, it ever God's 
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heart and ſoul appeared, it ſhewed 
itſelf in giving this water of life: 
and the throne from whence it 
proceeds. Wherefore all the rea- 
ſon of the world that in the re- 
ception of it, thy heart and ſoul 


ſhould run out and flow after him 


in thankſgiving. See how David 


words it in the hundred and third 


pſalm, all the five firſt verſes, and 


do likewiſe. 


Fourthiy, by the characters 


that are given of this water of 
life, thou art capacitated to judge, 


when a notion, a doctrine, an opi- 


nion comes to thine ears, whether 


it is right, good, and wholſome, 
or how. This river 'is pure, is 


clear, | is pure, and clear as cryſtal. 
Is the doctrine offered unto thee 
ſo? or is it muddy and mixed with 


the doctrines of men? look man 


and ſee if the feet of the wor- 
ſhippers of Bell be not there; 


and if the waters be not fouled 
thereby. What waler is fouled, 
L444 
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is not the water of life, or at leaſt 
not the water of life In its clear- 
neſs. Wherefore it thou findeſt 
it not right, go up higher to the 
ſpring-head, for always the near- 

er to the ſpring, the more pure 

and clear is the water. Fetch then 

thy doctrine from afar, iſ thou 

canſt not have it good nearer 

Job. 36. hand. Thy life lies at ſtake, 
85 the be of things is dan- 
gerous, every body that is aware, 

is afraid thereof. Now a coun- 

terfeit here is moſt dangerous, i is 

- moſt deſtructive, wherefore take 

heed how you hear what you 

hear, for, as I ſaid before of the 

fiſh, by your colour 'twill be ſeen 
w hat waters you {ſwim in; where- 

fore look you well to yourſelves. 
Fifthly, doth this water »f life 

run like a river? like, a broad, 

full, and deep river ?-then let no 
man, be his tranſgreſſions never 

ſo many, fear at all, but there is 
enough to fave his ſoul and to 
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ſpare. Nothing has been more 
common to many, than to doubt 
of the grace of God; a thing the 
moſt unbecoming a ſinner of any 
thing in the warld. To break 
the law, is a fact foul enough; 
but to queſtion the ſufficiency of 
the grace of God to fave there- 
from, is worſe than ſin, if worſe 
can be. Wherefore, deſpairing 
ſoul, for tis to thee 1 ſpeak, for- 
bear thy miſtruſts, caſt off thy 
ſlaviſh fears, hang thy miſgivings 
as to this upon the hedge; and 
believe, thou hat an invitation 
ſufficient thereto, a river is be- 
fore thy face. And as for thy 
want of goodneſs and works: let 
that by no means daunt thee, this 
is a river of water of life; ſtreams 
of grace and mercy. There is, 
as I ſaid, enough therein to help 
thee, for grace brings all, that is 
wanting tothe ſoul. Thou there- 
fore haſt nothing to do, I mean 
as to the curing of thy ſoul of 
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its doubts and fears, and deſpair- 
ing thoughts, but to drink and 


live for ever. 


ve 
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Sixthly, but what is all this to 
the dead world? to them that love 
to be dead? they toſs their vani- 
ties about as the boys toſs their 
ſhuttle-cocks in the air, till their 
foot ſlips, and themſelves deſcend 


into the pit 


. 


